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his youth, collected them together, and placed || mother country’s acts which marked her war upon 


them in a cave, where they are yet. No marble | the colonies, what would be the answer? That 

illar marks the spot, but nature, in that proud 1 she excited the savages, unkennelled the blood- 

ill which rears its head above the clouds, has | hounds of the forest, who knew no mercy, who 
raised for him a grander monument than man can || spared neither age nor sex, to war upon the 
raise. It is Spencer’s Hill, and will remain so || American people. ‘ In the issue which was made 
forever. But, sir, he was no *‘ plunderer,” buta || before high Heaven,”’ ‘* whether England should 
generous, kind, and hospitable man. He would || rule or America be free,’* were not the savages 
divide his meat, to the last morsel, with a hungry || used as instruments and allies of Great Britain to 
dog. Te was no “murderer,” but a soldier, who | subjugate the colonies? Was it not a part of our 


in the House of Representatives, January 16, 1834, 
on Mr. CuiLton’s resolution to appoint a select 
committée to inquire into the expediency of so 
extending the general pension law as to embrace 
within its provisions those persons who were 

in the Indian wars, down to the year 

1794; and the amendment on it by Mr. Bout- 
DIN, to appoint a committee to inquire into the 
effects of the pension system upon the 
community, and how far it ought to be abolished 
would defend himself and friend—fit to have stood 








or repealed. 

Mr. PEYTON, of Tennessee, rose and said: 

Mr. Seeaxcer: I arose on yesterday from the 
impulse of the moment, not to make a speech, but 
rather to repel what I considered an imputation 
cast upon men whom I was early taught to look 
upon as patriots, most of whom are gone, than to 
ask for them an act of justice and charity from 
their country. — 

. The venerable gentleman from Rhode Island, 
[Mr. Boreces,] spoke lightly of the early settlers 
of the West—talked of their scalps—classed them 
with ‘* plunderers and savage murderers.”’ I, sir, 
am proud to trace ap origin to that race of men. 
But, sir, no pension law can benefit my ancestors 
now. It would come too late for them. They 
never asked a pension while they lived. I value 
the reputation of that band of patriots as dearer 
than gold. You have aright to deny the survivors 
bread, but no right to cast obloquy upon their 
names. 

They were no ‘‘ plunderers.’’ No, sir, they 
were soldiers, true and pure; and a soldier never 
stains his hand with ‘ plunder.’’ The brave are 
always tender and humane. They ‘* plunderers !’’ 
what temptation was there in the frowning forest 
of the West to invite to ‘‘ plunder?”’ None, sir, 
none. 

The wild beast and the naked savage, armed with 
all his instruments of death, the gun, the knife, 
the axe, and fagot, were the allurements held out. 
it was not every one whose taste would have led 
him to partake in such ‘“‘ plunder.”’ I question if 
the gentleman, in the unresirained ardor of his 
youth, could have been induced to throw a sickle 
in and reap for ‘‘ plunder” there. The harvest, 
sir, was often smoking cabins, murdered wives 
and children, scalped and mangled sires. They 
‘* murderers !’? They left their firesides and patri- 
monial farms in Carolina and Virginia to protect 
our mothers from murder—from savage torture; and, 
sir, the social and domestic virtues found an 
asylum in the forest. The strongest rampart was 
thrown around them—the chivalry of these men. 
And this reflection soothed and quieted the pang 
which wrung their bosoms when they stood upon 
the last hill which overlooked their homes, where 
youthful feelings clung and hovered. 

What! cast an imputation upon the names of 
Boon, Robinson, and Spencer, and their brave 
compeers!! Class these men with the savage in 
want of honor and humanity! They were patriots, 
benefactors of the West, who deserved to live in 
marble, and not to be remembered with reproach 
and scorn. 

The history of Boon and Robinson is known. 
Robinson was to Tennessee what Boon was to 
Kentucky. Spencer, who has been referred to by 
my friend and colleague, [Mr. Dickinson,] was 
the first white man who spent a winter in my na- 
tive county, (Sumner county.) He lived in the hol- 
low of a tree at Bledsoe’s Lick, alone, surrounded 
by the savages, and no other of his race on that 
side of the mighty mountains which lay between 
him and his native Carolina. When the spring 
opened, and the desert bloomed around him, he 
returned, described the country, its , its fer- 
tility, its rich inviting loveliness... His neighbors 
went; he was their pilot; he killed their. meat; he 
stood sentry while they Thus: he spent his 


time for . At last,upon the hill which 
his name : fell, valiantly fell, fig ing bet 


— 
n the 
yomatane the ambushed savage. flesh was 

,» and his bones bleached and mouldered. 














beside Bruce, Leonidas, or Kosciusko. 


dance—a wild huntingground. I know that some 
| few gentlemen have always differed with them, and 
| have opposed emigration to the West, and looked 
with jealousy upon its rising prospects—have 
saved their sympathy for the red man, and their 
spears and darts for the white man. I never could 
understand such enlarged patriotic sympathy, 
much less did I expect to find one ready to pierce 
the dead. I agree with Boon and Spencer, that 
the West should have been settled; and how was 





such men as did effect it, and such a race we will 
never see again—so resolutely brave, so pure and 
warm in patriotism, so kind to one another, (I 
wish their spirit filled these legislative halls,) so 
patient under all the pangs of war, and wants, and 
wretchedness. Women then were more than sol- 
diers. 

I question, sir, if old Mrs. Buchanan did not dis- 
tinguish herself in these ‘‘ petty feuds,”’ of which 
the gentleman seems never to have heard, as much 
as that worthy and venerable man has done in all 
the mighty struggles through which his country 
has passed. Women then, sir, would come around 
with bullets in their aprons, encouraging their hus- 
bands, sons, and brothers. They would hold an 
aching head, or bind a bleeding wound, and all 
this was in the service of the country, in the war 
of the Revolution. 

The gentleman seems to be uninformed of the 
early occurrences in the West, and looks down 
with scorn upon the strugglesthere. I could refer 


of local knowledge—a venerable man, about his 
own age; his name is Gennings; Edmund Gennings. 


the battle of the Point, at Big Kenhawa. The 
gentleman no doubt remembers that battle; it was 
fought in 1774, just twenty years before Wayne's 
victory in 1794. But, sir, this old soldier, bent 
by war and time, who is now a wanderer, without 
a home, I left him in my district when I came 
away—he performed an exploit in the Nickajack 
eae worthy of a monument. Now, sir, 
erha 
re 80, he should talk no more of Indian wars in the 
West, but keep close upon the borders of Rhode 
Island. Whitley was at Nickajack; brought 
down his soldiers from Kentucky, and joined 
Robinson at the French Lick Station, (now Nash- 
ville.) There are men alive, and now upon this 
floor, who can attest that Whilley deserves not to 
be degraded to the level of a savage; he was the 
atriotof two wars. But, sir, Edmund Gennings, 
e swam a river in the dark,a mile in width, (the 
Tennessee below the Muscle Shoals,) and went 
into an Indian town, which lined its banks, with 
one companion only, ascertained its th, and 
brought the canoes over to Robinson and Whitely. 
His companion was Joshua Thomas. He went the 
way which the gentleman seems to think was 
right, for he was truer soldier never lived 
or died. That gentleman may think such men 
‘¢‘ murderers’’ and *‘ plunderers,”’ and that it is a 
‘bad example to reward or even admire them. Bat, 
sir, | rank them with the bravest of the brave, the 
most deserving of the revolutionary soldiers. 
Mr. Speaker, if I were to ask you to point me 


inthe woods, until an old man, the companion. of |! to the most cruel, bloody, and vindictive of all the 


that to be accomplished? My answer is, by just | 
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him to a man who would be able to supply his want || 
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that gentleman never heard of Nickajack; || 


revolutionary slruggle to resist those savages? 
| Were did this vindictive and unrelenting policy 


Boon and Spencer thought that nature did not | fall most heavily? Upon the West; and, sir, the 
| intend that mighty West—all that valley which is || West met it, and she has since met perils from 


| watered by the ‘* King of Ploods’’ and its tributary || the same qua’ ter, and as I trust she will ever meet 
streams, to be kept torever for the savage war- || them, come from where they may. 


It was patriotic in Washington to resist the civ- 
ilized armies of Great Britain, but not so in Boon 
to resist her gentle and persuasive instruments of 

| savaze warfare in the West. What kept back the 
| depredations of these allies from the interior? The 
| best of ramparts for a nation’s safety—the chivalry 
| of its frontier cilizens. And, sir, shall sucha race 
of men, who achieved so much, be branded with 
epithets/—have their scalps put, in their country’s 
| estimation, againstan Indian scalp, their humanity 
| againat the humanity of an lndian, their honor 
agains. the honor of a savage, while other soldiers 
| of the Revolution have won for themselves immor- 
| tal honor and freedom for their country? No, sir, 
| it is not just to treatthem so. If any soldier of the 
| Revolution should stand in patriotic merit above 
another, it is he who fought the solitary fight, in 
far and Sitebt Bete, No flag like that, [pointin 
| to the flag in the House]—no spirit-stirring fife 
;and drum to cheer him on—no Washington to 
| lead him up in confidence to battle—no pay, no 
| arms, nor ammunition furnished—no clothés, nor 
meat; his name upon no roll—he fights from high 
impulse and love of country—not for pay nor “ pLuN- 
per;”’ arid if he falls, no stone to tell the spot—no 
book is written about him; but if a monument 
at all, it is left by the hand of a hunter, ort in 
the bark of the tree that shades his grave. And 
if he lives, and is old and poor, a wanderer from 
| house to house, there is no pension for him. No, 


| sir, no pension. Why? His name is not enrolled 


| in a book, 
| And was not he who found his own arms, and 
| grappled with the foe in the deep forest, in that 


; Ss. || sacred cause which won so much for man, without 
He was in Dunmore’s war; fought all day long in | 





| the aid of anything but valor—was not he a soldier 
| of the Revolution, standing on prouder ground than 
if he had been drafled, and forced w follow his 
| commander and that glorious banner? [pointing 
| again to the flag in the House. ] 


Famayr, January 17, 1834. 


Mr. PEYTON continued his remarks in reply 
to Mr. Bureus,as follows: I have but a few obger- 
vations to offer in relation to those I made on yes- 
terday. My intention has never been to make ati 
argument upon the question now under considera- 
tion, Nothing was farther from my thoughts or 
wishes than to have found it necessary for me to 
say a word upon the subjezt, I expected to have 

iven a silent vote. And I assure the House { 

el less anxious to obtain a peas for the early 
emigrants to the West (richly as { think they de- 
serve it) than to save their memory from censuré, 
and ee ae show that it would not be wron 
in itself, nor the example demoralizing, for the 
to receive their country’s notice and its gratitude, 
And now, sir, after all that has been said, a vote 
of this House recognizing them to be, what I con- 
tend they are, soldiers of the Revolution, would bé 
to those who live the proudest day of their exiat- 
ence, and a grateful tribute of regard to those who. 
aré no more, It would carry joy and ness to 
their bosoms, and afford the means of independ- 
ence to those who acorn to live ori private charity. 
But, sir, the gentleman from Rhode Island speaks 
with contempt and censure'‘of those petty feuds and 





|| private ware which raged on the weasern frontiers, 


What does the gentleman mean by petty feuds and 
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private wars? Does he call that a petty private 
war which raged unceasingly for more than twenty 
yeare; which called forth all the savage tribes from 
Georgia to Canada? Yes, sir; bands united into 
armies of painted warriors, counting thousands. 
If that gentleman had been in Buchanan’s station | 
when it was surrounded by more than seven hun- 1 
dred Creeks and Shawnees, with only nineteen | 
men and a few resolute women to defend the fort, || 
I question whether it would have struck him as a || 
petty feud, or inglorious defence. Sir, Tecumseh, 
since the most celebrated warricr of the red men 
then buta boy, was there. This fact I learne 
from the granddaughter of General Robinson, a 
lady who unites the spirit of her ancestor with 1 
taste and learning. Why is it that the gentleman’s || 
sympathies are all with the red men? Sir, at that || 
time they were as a hundred to one when compared | 
with the whites. They used their superior strength || 
most barbarously; at all their camps were to be || 
seen etakes with human skeletons hanging around || 
them—some small and short—infants which had || 
perished with their mothers. Thegentleman spoke || 
of retaliation; did he ever hear of a white man’s |! 
torturing a female or infant Indian? If he has, I 
beg the gentleman to set it down as false; cowards | 
and barbarians only are capable of misusing those | 
whom it is the duty of man to protect, Sir, no |! 
coward ever showed his face there. He spoke of || 
retaliation, and seems to think it the duty of the | 
Government to discourage it as practised in the | 
West, Was not the gentleman in favor of priva- 
teering during the late war? Did he not think it | 
right in his own State to fit out privateers of war || 
to capture merchant vessels; not that those ves- | 
sels had done them any wrong, but because their | 
nation was at war with ours? Yet the gentleman’s || 
patriotic blood curdles in his veins at the thought 
that a rade backwoodsman, with a cabin just suf- | 
ficient to shelter his family, and a peney to pack || 
in meat for their support, when robbed of all by | 
the harassing allies of a powerful nation at war | 
with his country, should retake his horse or take 
another, not by attacking a defenceless neutral, || 
but at the hazard of his life. Retaliation, indeed! || 
How could Boon retaliate in 1776, when his || 
daughter and the Miss Calloways were carried || 
prisoners, by the savages, far, far into the deep || 
cane-tangled wilderness? What, catch and kill || 
an Indian girl! Could Boon do that? No; no |! 
more than he could give up his Gertrude—not of || 
Wyoming, but of Boonsborough. They must be || 
gaved from the stake and flame! He raised his | 
friends and resolutely followed on; he fought and || 
won a battle, and brought the trembling captives || 
home to their mothers. He talked of private wars || 
and petty oped The lives of a few soldiers were | 
prized at that day in the West, and when they fell || 
were greatly missed. The West was weak, and | 
faint, and bleeding, and scarce of soldiers. Let us | 
examine and see if those wars were so private as || 
the gentleman seems to think. From 1783 to 1790 || 
the loss of property was immense. There were 1 
killed and wounded and taken prisoners 1500 men, | 
women, and children. ‘This is the estimate made || 
of the loss in seven years of that war, which raged | 
with unceasing fury for more than twenty years | 
upon that harassed people, which the ee | 
may learn if he ever readsa book published on the || 
other side of the Alleghanies. 
But, sir, as to the services performed by these | 
hunters, At the most opens eriod of the Revo- | 
lation, when despair clou ed the brow of the || 
patriot, and hundreds were flocking to the British || 
standard, giving up their liberty and their coun- | 
try’s independence as gone forever; when Corn- 
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one light sulphureous blaze. That (pointing to the | 
le and flag of the House] eagle’s eye shone 
bright in victory—that banner floated proudly out. | 
Historians give this as the most patriotic and illus- | 
trious achievement of the Revolation. And, sir, 
need I tell that gentleman, who has at least noticed | 
Marshall’s History, that it was achieved by the | 
hunters of the West, without the aid, or even the | 
knowledge of Government. And upon that proud | 
mountstill let them stand! Who would drag them | 
down to the low estate of savages? Who would 
tear one laurel from their brow? Ifyou can’t spare 
for those who live the means of living, be it so— | 
the West will feed her patriarchal soldiers; they 
are old and few; when they are gone, may their 
mantles fall, to warm the patriot’s bosom and nerve 
the scidier’s arm. But you dare not reproach | 
them; their honor and patriotic worth are our | 
richest inheritance; and, sir, we will hug and de- | 
fend it as our country’s honor. Let the war-worn 
soldier, when pressed to live, and disappointed in 
his expectations here, look to the est—it is | 
what his country has done in the hour of her peril | 
and day of her distress, 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, January 17, 1834. 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Claims, re- | 
ported unfavorably to the petition of John Donley; | 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, reported | 
a bill for the relief of John McCartner; which was | 
read, and, together with the report, ordered to be | 


rinted. 
Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on En- 
grossed Bills, made a report. 

Mr. TIPTON, in pursuance of notice given yes- | 
terday, introduced a bill for the relief of Captain | 
John Hamilton; which was read and referred to | 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, in pursuance of notice, 
introduced a bill for the relief of Henry Warren; | 
which was read and referred to the Committee on | 
Claims. 

Mr. SILSBEE, in pursuance of notice, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Christo- | 
pher Coffin; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. KANE, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, made several reports; upon which | 
the usual orders were made. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- 
ter from the Secretary of War, including a report | 
from the agent of the national road in Jndiana; | 
which, on motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, was | 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also communicated | 
a letter from the Secretary of War, enclosing a | 
statement of the number, names, and compensa- | 
tion of the clerks employed in his Department | 
during the year 1833. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on | 
Public Lands, reported several bills of a private | 
nature. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, | 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- | 
tion of the resolution of the State of Missouri | 
respecting land districts. 

Mr. PORTER, in pursuance of notice, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of certain persons in | 
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Louisiana; 
Which was read, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. TOMLIN- 





wallis was in the centre, and Ferguson had taken 
his position near the mountains in Carolina, en- 
couraging the Tories ‘and dispiriting the Whigs, 
who drove that British 

"T'was the hunters of Wataga 
him with the impetuosity of a mountain torrent 


neral from his post? || 
They pursued || 


| Mr. POINDEXTER, who moved to lay the 
| resolution of Mr. Cray (submitted on Tuesday 
|| last) upow the table, called it up. 

Mr. CLAY moved the following as an amend- 
|| ment to the amendment of Mr. Forsyru: 


SON and PORTER. | 


for thirty-six hours, stopping only one hour for || 
refreshment at the Cowpens. At King’s Mountain || 
they overtook the royal army, drawn up ppee its | 
summit: who climbed that steep and dragged down | 
the tyrant power, arid by the bold exploit not only | 
cheered the drooping spirits of the Whigs and car- | 


ried terror to the’ Tories, but made Cornwallis quail | 


and retreat? Sir, when that conflict began, the 
mountain appeared volcanic; there flashed along | 
its summit, and around its base, and up its sides, | 





1 


| for some considerable time, and was followed by 


** By extending the period of payment of reve- 
nue bonds, under suitable precautions or other- 


wise, within the constitutional powers of Con- 


Mr. POINDEXTER then addressed the Senate 


Mr.:BENTON for a few moments; when Mr. 
WEBSTER, expressing a wish to be heard upon 
the subject, moved that the resolution lie upon the 
table; which, afteran intimation from Mr. CLAY, 
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that he should expect it to be taken up on Mon- 


day, was so ordered. 

fA sketch of the debate upon this resolution 
will be furnished in continuation. ] 

On motion of Mr. EWING, it was 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns, it will 
adjourn until Monday. 

The VICE PRESIDENT then announced the 
special order of the day to be Mr. Cray’s resolu- 
tion upon 

THE REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 

Mr. RIVES expressed the reluctance with which 


|| he obtruded himself upon the attention of the Sen- 
|| ate, as it better became him to be a listener than 
‘|aspeaker. But the importance of the question, 
‘| and the occasion, left him no other alternative. 


The subject was admitted to be of the highest mo- 
ment, on account of the distress which prevailed 


| in the community, but which was much exagger- 
| ated by panic, and which, such as it was, he 


hoped would be of transiewt existence. And in 
providing the remedy care should be taken not to 
mistake the symptom for the disease. He be- 
lieved the disease more deeply seated than the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky supposed; a disease which 
would require the cautery and the knife to eradi- 
cate. But the distress came to him with the alle- 
viating reflection that it would pass over with the 
destruction of its great cause. In vain did the 
patriots of ’91 warn us that the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States was most dangerous to the institutions 
and Government of the country; in vain did the 
voice of the gentleman from Kentucky, on a former 
occasion, warn us that the institution was danger- 
ous to our liberties, if we were now to close our 
eyes against itsconduct. But he trusted gentlemen 
would open their eyes toits character. It was in 
vain to say the panic was caused by the removal 
of the deposites. It could not be. That was no 
novelty. Ithad beendone before. We had been 


| told by the bank that when the protested bill 


| 


came back from France there was less than $2,000 
of public money in the bank; and was not this in 
effect a removal of the deposites? Yet there was 
no pressureat thattime. Some other cause, then, 
must be found for it, and that had been assigned 
by a gentleman in the other House, (Mr. Bin- 
ney.] He ascribed it to the doctrine on which the 
act was done, by which the people were to besep- 
arated from the bank, aie was said that the 
people were so connected with the bank that the 
separation could not be effected without inextri- 
— involving one and the other. 

r. RIVES then briefly recapitulated state- 
ments showing the annual operations of the bank; 
the domestic exchanges amounting to two hundred 
and forty-one millions; the foreign to thirteen mil- 
lions; which, added to the discounts and deposites, 
make an aggregate of three hundred and forty-one 
millions, the annual operations of the bank. Could 
any one look at that exhibit without having a 
sense of the danger of the institution to the coun- 
try from the manner in which it had mixed itself 
up with theaffairs of the country? It was impos- 
sible but that it must exert an influence hostile to 
the best interests of the country. He conceived 
the true danger and the real cause of its distress 
to be in the existence of this institution, with its 
overpowering monopoly. What, then, was the 
remedy? Was it by increasing its means? Could 
any man fail to see that this would be the effect of 
restoring the deposites? And how then could its 
effects on the country be resisted when it wound 
up its concerns? It must cease to exist; and how 
was the nation to get rid of this immense power 
without producing a pressure upon the country? 
Did gentlemen forget the non-renewal of the char- 
ter of the old United States Bank, and the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to Congress, that 
such would be theconsequence? It would be sin- 
gular if any one could suppose we could get rid of 
this institution without some distress and panic in 
the community. 

But the gentleman from South Carolina said 
the question was not bank or no bank, but wheth- 
er there should be a league of State barks, sub- 
ject to the absolute control of the Executive. 
Could he suppose that the State banks, under 
the direction of the governments of the States, 
totally unconnected with each other, could possi- 
bly be made the instruments of an influence so 





1834. 


formidable as an institution like the United States 
Bank? Could he suppose that a portion of the 
public moneys, amounting to no more than fovr 
millions, distributed among the State banks, cculd 
seduce them to be the tools of the Executive? 
What was lately seen in Virginia in regard to this 
matter? The deposites were not considered there 
so great and desirable a boon as was supposed. 
But he would say to that gentleman that this was 
not the true issue presented—it was not the alter- 
native. He admitted that when the plan of a 
metallic currency, which would do away with the 
necessity of a United States Bank, should be pre- 
sented, that then the question of constitutionality 
of the bank would come up. Mr. R. thought 
nothing was more practicable than this. There 
was inherent vice in a paper currency which it 
was the duty of every patriot to provide against; 
it was a vice, too, which was not obviated by the 
operations of the United States Bank—a vice 








which the Constitution, as a hard money Consti- 
tution, intended to provide against. Mr. 
thought the means by which the metallic currency 
might be established would be easy; but first the 
Bank of the United States should be put down, and 
then, by correcting the To in the relative 
value of gold and silver, gold would take the place 
of small notes for travelling and other ordinary 
parpooess the small notes might then be discour- 
aged, and the revenue of the country prohibited 


from being paid in notes under the denomination || 


| | 


of $10 or $20. Believing that this grand reform 
was called for, and that Congress ought to prepare 
the way for it, he would peer himself to intro- 
duce a plan for that end. The issue was now 
presented between the Constitution having in view 
a metallic currency and the Bank of the United 
States; he was anxious that the preliminary meas- 
ures should have their effect. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing all this, if he could be persuaded that the faith | 
of the Government had been violated by the | 
removal of the deposites, he would vote, at all | 
hazards, to sustain that faith. The act of the | 





Government, of necessity, involved the whole || 


conduct of the bank, and brought it up for consid- 
eration. His idea of the power given to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury was, that it was to be exer- 
eised by him in case of any misconduct whatever | 
on the part of the bank. 

In answer to the argument that the bonus paid 
by the bank was the consideration given for the 
deposites, Mr. R. contended that it was given as 
the quid pro quo for the chartered privileges, the 
banking monopoly; the Government having re- | 
strained itself from establishing any other bank; 
that the deposites were not considered as a source 
for enlarging its discounts indefinitely, nor as a 
privilege or advantage peg. but a charge for 
safe-keeping, and further, that it was the intention 
of the Government to reserve to itself, by the 16th 
section of the bank charter, the absolute control 
over the public moneys; that the Secretary had 
the general antnority to deposite or withdraw them 
whenever he should think proper; that it was 
most extraordinary that Congress was not more 
explicit in their language, if their meaning had | 
been otherwise than fa ive the neondiees _ most 
extensive power to the Secretary. e lan, e 
was as steed as it could be to empower the Sec- 
retary to remove, for any reasons growing out of 
the conduct of the bank. Mr. R. then went into 


a detailed account of the conduct of the bank in || the sword were in Congress. 
relation to the payment of the three per cent. Gov- || States Bank was established the Secretary of the | 


ernment stocks, amounting to six millions. That 
although it had due and timely notice from the | 
Secretary of the wishes of the Government in this 
particular, and although it had nine millions of 
public money in its vaults, it was unable or 
unwilling to pay six; that at the bank’s request 
the Secretary postponed the time of payment, and 
then, when the ultimate day of payment was ap- 
proaching, it sought to attain its object in another 
manner to thwart the wishes of the Government 
by secret ents with her creditors. That 
by these acts it proved itself incapable of paying, 
and interposed to defeat the great object of the 
Government. Mr. R. contended that if, in making 
this arrangement, the bank had become insolvent, 
the Government would have lost their funds, and | 
therefore this conduct itself was sufficient to justify 
the removal of the deposites. Mr. R. argued at | 
length upon the pal violation of the charter | 


| 
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| 


|| ages of the deposites, that the Secretary was justi- 


| 


| was the first instance in banking where a political 
| fund had been placed under the direction of the 





| 
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State banks than in the United States Bank? And 
yet we were told they were in the uncontrolied 
power of the President of the United States, and 
eral denunciations were uttered against the 
xecutive for the exercise of this power, which 
were not justified by a sober view of the case. 





by the bank, in excluding the Government direct- 
ors from a participation in its affairs; that the Gov- 
ernment stock was entitled toa representation; that 
those directors were provided by Congress for that || 
purpose; that the charter required the business of 
the bank to be transacted by not less than seven 
members, and yet that the whole business of dis- Mr. R. read, more at length from the opinions 
counting was confided to the committee on ex- || of Patrick Henry, part of which had been cited 
change, composed of directors elected by the pres- || by Mr. Crary, to show that those opinions were 
ident himself; that the whole of its operations || not in any manner applicable to the removal of the 











were covered by a veil of impenetrable mystery, || deposites. He also adverted to the argument that 
and that the manifest object of Congress in seeking the President had not only usu e power of 
to guard against such an event, by providing the || the purse, but had interfered with the appropriate 


transaction of business should be by seven direct- || duties of one of the departments. He said he 
ors, was frustrated and lost. He further contended || was as much opposed to the executive power as 
that the institution was designed for the good of || any man, but he would always maintain the proper 
the people and the nation at large, and nothing else, | distribution of power made by the Constitution. 
and above all things it ought to abstain from the || Mr. R. then went into an elaborate exposition of 
politics of the country. Yetina period of sixteen || the theory of executive power. He reverted to the 
months its private accounts rose from forty to sev- || debates in the Convention of 1789, which formed 
enty millions of dollars, all of which was justly || the Constitution, to show that the members of that 
considered by the President and Secretary as || enlightened body were in favor of a single execu- 
having been done for political effect, since it was tive head, to whom was committed a sole and 
this enormous extension of its loans which pre- || undivided responsibility; that throughout the de- 
vented the bank from paying her honest debts. || bates it would be seen that the Constitution, and 
And in answer to the argument that these loans || not the laws, gave the President the power of 
were made necessary by the extraordinary amount || superintending and controlling the officers of Gov- 
of imports at that time, he contended that excess || ernment in the performance of their duties. He 
was stimulated by the excessive liberality of the || read from the opinions of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. 
bank. Then the authority given to the president of || Madison, Fisher Ames, and others, expressed in 
the bank to expend its funds for the purchase and || various letters and public documents, proving that 
circulation of political pamphlets was unexampled || they considered the Chief Magistrate as responsi- 
in banking operations. It was apublic institution, || ble for the acts of all the executive departments; 
and had no right to make any such defence, except || that this oe was looked to as the great 
as regarded the public interests. The press and || security of the people; and that of consequence he 
the various other public channels by which public || possessed the unqualified power of superintending 
opinion could be operated upon, were amply suffi- || and controlling the executive departments; and 
cient for defending it. Some of the publications | that his general duty was, to see that the laws 
which had issued at its expense, particularly that || were faithfully executed, not by force, but by the 
alluded to by the gentleman from Missouri, was || intervention of the subordinate officers of Gov- 
filled with party politics throughout, and with the || ernment. 

most abusive epithets and coareest ribaldry. The || Mr. EWING then took the floor, and moved 
interests of the bank were involved in the elec- || an adjournment; which was carried. 
tions—its profits depended upon its recharter. It speatesenesiremeninpaiginenetbin 

















IN SENATE. 
Monpar, January 20, 1834. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Franxim, its Clerk, stating 
that that House had passed several bills, the titles 

| of which were read, and the concurrence of the 
| Senate asked. 

Mr. BIBB, from the Committee on the Judi- 
| ciary, reported a bill for the relief of the executor 
| of Stephen Morris, deceased. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the fol- 
| lowing resolutions, passed by the Legislature of 
| New Jersey, which were read and laid upon the 


Mr. R. then proceeded to reply at length to the || table, and, on motion of Mr. HILL, were or- 
charge of the Executive invasion of the legislative || dered to be printed: 


power over the purse—the alarming cry of the | STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 


president for «ny purpose. He was glad the at- 
tention of the people had been called to the subject | 
by the Executive, and he should regret if Congress | 
would countenance such an appropriation of its 
funds. Hethought enough had been said to show 
that the bank had forfeited all claim to the advant- 


fied in removing them; and bereng shown a legal 
authority in him for doing the act, he might termi- 
nate the discussion, but that it was necessary to 
consider certain grave and important constitutional 
questions which had been urged. 


union of the purse and sword. What, he asked, 
was the power of the purse? It was the power JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 
of raising a fund by means of taxes, and appro- || Wuereas oo prea crisis in our public affairs 
riating it. In England the sword was in the || calls for a decided expression of the voice of the 
and of the King. He had the power of declaring || people of this State; and whereas we consider it 
war, although the Parliament withheld or fur- |; the undoubted right of the Legislatures of the sev- 
nished the supplies as they pleased. It was notso || eral States to instruct those who represent their 
here. All this was withheld from the President, || interests in the councils of the nation, in all mat- 
and placed within the a and control of the || ters which intimately concern the public weal, and 
Congress of the United States, both the purse and || may affect the happiness or well-being of the peo- 
Before the United || ple: Therefore, 
1. Be it resolved by the Council and General Assem- 
Treasury could deposite the money where he || bly of this State, That while we acknowledge, with 
pleased ; and was this an encroachment on the |) feelings of devout gratitude, our obligations to the 
ublic purse? In a to the argument that the || great. Ruler of nations for hia mercies to us as a 
nk itself was the Treasury, Mr. R contended || people, that we have been preserved alike from 
that if it were so, it was only so sub modo—while || foreign war, from the evils of internal commotions, 
the Secretary choose the money should remain || and the machinations of designing and ambitious 
there. But this was a mistake. The Treasury || men, who would prostrate the fair fabric of our 
had no fixed locality; it was not a given place, but || Union, that we ought, nevertheless, to humble 
the charge and condition of keeping the moneys. || ourselves in His presence, and implore His.aid for 
The Treasury was where the moneys were, in the || the perpetuation of our republican institutions, 
legal rage, So the Treasurer. By the act estab- | and for a continuance of that unexampled pros- 
lishing the ‘Treasury Department the Sec | perity which our comnts Daa hitherto enjoyed. 
was required to furnish a true account of the'' 2. Resolved, That we have undiminished confi- 
moneys in the Treasury, not in any one bank or || dence in the integrity and firmness of the vener- 
particular place, but wherever they might be. || able patriot who now holds the distinguished 
W bat, then, he inquired, was the true effect of the || of Chief Magistrate of this nation, aod w 
removal of the deposites? Were they not in the || purity of pur and elevated motives have so 
Treasury, subject to the control of the Treasurer? | often receive the unqualified approbation of a 
Were they any more out of the Treasury in the || large majority of his fellow-citizens. 


a 





a ern emaen sere 





alarm the existence and gigantic power of a great 
moneyed incorporation, which fleniseavth tosvens 
rass the ions of the Government, and by 
means of ite unbounded influence upon the cur- 
rency of the country, to scatter distress and ruin 
throughout the community, and that we therefore 
solemnly believe the present Bank of the United 
States ought not to be rechartered. 

4. Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be 
instructed, and oar members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives be requested to sustain, by their votes || 
and influence, the course adopted by the Secre- || 
tary of the Treasury, Mr. Taney, in relation to || 
the Bank of the United States, and the deposites | 
of the Government moneys, believing, as we do, | 
the course of the Secretary to have been constitu- | 
tional, and that the public good required its adop- ' 
won, 

5. Resolved, That the Governor be requested to 
forward a copy of the above resolutions to each of || 
our Senators and Representatives from this State | 
in the Congress of the United States. 


House or Assempty, January 11,1834. | 

These joint resolutiona having been three times | 
read and compared in the House, 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

By order of the House: 

DANIEL B. RYALL, 
Speaker of the House of Assembly. 
In Couneit, January 11, 1834. 

These joint resolutions having been three times | 
read in the Council, 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

By order of the Council: 

MAHLON DICKERSON, 
Vice President of the Council. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by Mr. | 
EWING, Mr. MANGUM, Mr. CHAMBERS, | 
Mr. GRUNDY, and Mr. WEBSTER, which | 
were severally referred. Among them was a peti- 
tion from sundry citizens of Maryland and the || 
District of Columbia, praying that the bridge across 
the Eastern Branch may be made free. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. | 
CHAMBERS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of | 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the expe- | 
diency of continuing the improvements of Penn- | 
sylvania Avenue, from the Executive offices to 

eorgetown. 

_ Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- |, 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed toinform the Senate, provided any inform- 
ation in his power or possession will enable him 
to give the information, whether the Government | 
directors of the Bank of the United States for the , 
year 1833 have continued to act as directors in the | 
year 1834. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
HITE: 








| 








Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
hereby is, requested to furnish to the Senate an | 
estimate of the number of Indians that will proba- || 
bly emigrate during the present year, from the coun- || 
try now occupied by the Creeks, to the country | 
assigned them west of the river Mississippi; and | 
also, a detailed estimate of the sums of money | 


which may be necessary during the present year, |, 
to comply with the various stipulations of the || 
treaty made with the Creek Indians. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 
a communication from the Secretary of State rela- 
tive to patents, 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, from the Committee 
on Mili Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of | 
Eliza P. Hickman, 

Mr. WEBSTER rose to state that he was pre- 
vented by circumstances from moving, this morn- | 
ing, that the Senate proceed to the consideration | 

executive business, but he desired to give notice | 
that he would do so to-morrow. | 

He ek payer ores to say, that a par- | 

whic ust appeared in a mornin 
inne tion to the Govertteenn directors of the Uni- \ 
ted States Bank was unfounded both in law and in || 
fact. The directors appointed last year hold over | 
and are still in office. 

Mr. WEBSTER then submitted some resolu- 





j 
i 


| to print an analytical digest of the laws of the 


‘his motion, was referred to the Committee on 
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"9. Resolved, That we view with agitation and 











tions, adopted at a meeting of citizens of Boston; 
which were read, and referred to the Committee 
of Finance. 

Mr. EWING having the floor upon the main 


| question, in relation to the removal of the depos- 


ites, gave way for a short time, at the request of 
Mr. CALHOUN, who rose to correct Mr. Rives 
= relation to part of his speech delivered on Friday 
ast. 

oe RIVES made some remarks in reply, after 
whic 

Mr. EWING proceeded in the general debate, 
and after some time gave way to a motion by Mr. || 
SMITH to adjourn. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Monpay, January 20, 1834. | 

The early part of the day was occupied with the || 
presentation of petitions and memorials. They || 
were chiefly of a private or local nature—em- || 
bracing claims on the revolutionary pension fund, | 
requests to have roads, &c., constructed, &c. 
mong the memorials presented may be noticed | 


‘| one by Mr. DICKERSON, of New Jersey, com- || 


plaining of the manner in which the Legislature || 
of that State have resolved relative to the United || 
States Bank; asserting that they had been elected || 
pending the mooting of the topic affecting that | 
bank by the Governor of that State, and inferring || 
that, therefore, they but spoke the sentiments of a | 
party. | 
Me. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, presented || 
a memorial from the bank at Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, complaining that the pecuniary || 
pressure had arrived at the interior of that State, || 
and requesting relief. 
Three petitions were presented praying that || 
Congress would adopt some means for the effect- || 
ual and exemplary abolition of slavery within the | 
District of Columbia. 
The SPEAKER presented a memorial from 
Robert Mayo, stating that he had issued proposals 
| 
| 
sippi, praying permission to relinquish certain 
a sie Aen B by him at Mount Salus land of- 
fice, and locate other lands in lieu thereof, for | 
reasons therein stated, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on, Pablic Lands. 
Mr, PLUMMER presented the petition of Silvia 
C. Vick, on behalf of the heirs and legal represent- 
atives of Hartwell Vick, late of the county of | 
Warren, Mississippi, deceased, praying for the | 
grant of two sections of land in lieu of a tract of || 
land purchased by said Hartwell Vick during his | 
lifetime. Referred to the Committee on Private 


Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition | 
of Hartwell Vick on the same subject. 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 
Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Henry 


Union, and requesting that the House would sub- 
scribe to the work. 

Mr. CARR presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of the State of Indiana, relative to the 
great western mail route between Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, and St. Louis, in Missouri; which, upon 





Roads and Canals. 
The petition of Benjamin Roach, of Missis- 





! 
| 
| 











| King, deceased, heretofore presented to Congress, 


praying an allowance for money expended and | 
services rendered as Assistant Commissioner of || 
Issues during the revolutionary war, be referred | 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 
Resolwed, That the petition and consenpasying 
documents in support of the claim of the heirs of | 
Elisha Winter and sons to a tract of land granted | 
to them by the Baron de Carondolet, Governor 

General of the Provinces of Louisiana and West 

Florida in 1797, heretofore presented to Congress, 

be referred to the Committee on Private Land 

Claims. 

On motion of Mr. E. WHITE, 

Resoived, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making an appropriation for enclosing the 
lot of the custom-house and Federal court in New 
Orleans, and providing the indispensable accom- 
modations. 





| of a bill (No. 241) repo 





Jan. 20, 











On motion of Mr. McCARTY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of an appr of money, or a grant of lands, 
to be — to the opening of a road through the 

ublic lands, from the rapids of Grand river, in 
ichigan Territory, by Fort Wayne, Winches- 
ter, Centreville, and Connersville, to Lawrence- 
barg, in Indiana; and of a like appropriation for 
making a road through the public lands, from 
Oxford, in Ohio, by Liberty, Milton, New Castle, 
Munceytown, and Goshen, in Indiana, to Edwards- 
burg, in Michigan Territory, upon the principles 
to this House upon 
this subject at the first session of the last Congress, 
and that the memorials of the Legislature of Indi- 
ana in reference to this subject, heretofore pre- 
sented, and upon the files of the House, be referred 
to said committee. 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
the town of Lafayette, on the Wabash river, a 
port of entry. 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


|| of making an appropriation for the commencement 


of the works of the first and second class pro- 
jected by the Board of Engineers for the defence 
of the river Patapsco and the city of Baltimore. 

On motion of Mr. LANE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Law- 
renceburg, in the county of Dearborn, to the town 
_ Versailles, in the county of Ripley, in the same 

te. 

On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of renewing a warrant for 400 acres of land, 
which was granted to Evan Edwards in 1827, 
—_ are has been lost, and still remains unsat- 
isfied. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary® 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for running and marking the 
boundary line between the State of Georgia and 
the Territory of Florida. 

oe HAWES moveda call ofthe House. Neg- 
atived. 

Mr. C. C. CLAY remarked that a call was 
necessary, as there did not appear to be a quorum 
present. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, the 
message of the President respecting the disputed 
boundary between Florida and Georgia was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. PLUMMER moved to suspend the rule, 
in order to permit the States to be called for reso- 
lutions. Lost. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, the question being on the 
amendment submitted by Mr. Jones, asan amend- 
ment to that previously submitted by Mr. McDur- 
FIE, viz: to add to the motion of reference the fol- 
lowing instructions to that committee: “ Inquire 
‘into the cate of depositing the revenue 
‘ hereafter collected in the State banks in the dif- 
‘ ferent States where the same is collected, in pro- 
‘ portion to their respective capitals paid in, and 
‘to prescribe the terms on which the same shall 
‘be deposited, and to report by bill or other- 
‘ wise.” 

Mr. SEABORN JONES, of Georgia, rose and 
addressed the House in support of his motion. If 
he head consulted his own feelings only, he would 
not (he said) have troubled the House at all with 
his views on this question; but he felt it to bea 
duty which he owed his constituents. He ‘had not 


the vanity to believe that anything which he could 


offer would induce an emen to change their 
opinion, but he hoped’ thon the facts end pineipten 
which he should bring before them wou 
those whose minds were not finally 


suade 
up to 





1834. 


conform their opinions to those facts and prin- 
ciples. He could not say with the gentleman from || outposts, and then he would know that the citadel 
Virginia who preceded him, (Mr. Moore,] that | was safe. He here called the attention of the 
he belonged to no party. He did belong to a party || House to the figures and calculations of the gentle- 
which the President is supposed to have prostrated || man, which were produced by that gentleman for 
in the dust. He had beion 
son party which produced the glorious 





measure at the threshold. He would defend 





litical | 





| 
ged, aiso, to the Jeffer- the purpose of showing the magnitude of the oper- | charter, although there was a clause by which the 
ations of the bank; and showed, at some length, |, bank was bound to transfer the public mone 
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| so considered, for he includes, amongst others, aé 
| advantages to be derived from the bank, the ecol- 
lection and transfer of the public revenue, and that 
of the keeping of the deposites; and there was no 
ciaim of right, therefore, as to them, inserted in the 


Revolution in this country. He belonged to that | 


that the sum of the operations was greatly exag- || the exigencies of the Government should make it 


Siate-Rights 


arty which was said to be prostrated 
in the dust, f 


ut which, like Antewus, had arisen 





gerated by the enumeration of the same operation || 


| several times. Ele then passed to the argument 


from the earth with fresh strength for the struggle. || urged by the gentleman from Pennsylvania in favor 


The proclamation he considered as akin in princi- || of the course taken by the bank to meet the pay- | 


ple to the alien and sedition laws, and fraught with 
the most high-toned Federal sentiments. But what 
the gentleman disapproved in the President he [Mr. 
Jones) entirely approved—the veto of the bill re- 
newing the bank charter. This act was the bright- 


| ment of the deposites. He tells us that the bank 
| was obliged to keep its specie to sustain its circu- 
| lation. What was that circulation? Only eighteen 
| millions; less than double the amount of the specie 


|| retained in the vaults of the bank. Now, he 


est tage in the crown of the President’s glory. || recollected that the president of the bank said, on 
He 


ad magnanimously thrown himself into the 
breach, and won the approbation of posterity. It 


was not his belief that the Government was in- || 
tended to act upon the States. He referred to the | 
fable of the wind and sun striving which would | 
strip the traveller of his cloak. ‘The wind blew, |; 





|, oath, when the paper circulation was twenty-two 


_ millions, that five millions of specie was sufficient 
| to sustain it, and hence the bank had sent a part 
of its specie to Europe. He believed, with Mr. 

Biddle, five or six millions in specie was sufficient 


to support a currency of twenty-two millions; and | 


necessary. It might be asked, it: reference to this 
obligation to transfer, how could the money be 
transterred, if there wag not thereby an implied 
obligation that the deposites had been eee 
Secured? Buthe thought that this could be effected 


|| by the Secretary of the Treasury—in whom the 


control lay, and wanting such a transfer much— 


| presenting a check on the State banks for that 
|| purpose, and that the Bank of the United States 


|, were bound, under their stipulations, to make the 


| transfer. He, and everybody who knew Mr. Cal- 
| houn, would acknow! the keenneas and accu- 


|, racy with which he understood these matters, and 


|| it was clear that he had not thought that the de- 


anew were a part of the bargain for which the 
| bonus was paid, or it would have been inserted in 


but served only to induce the traveller to wrap his | 
cloak the closer aroundhim. The sun’s mild rays || 
soon overcame him, and induced him voluntarily || 
to lay aside what could not be forced from him. The | 
moral he drew from this was, that the Government 

of the United States should only be felt in kindness | 
by the States. Thus much he was os to | 
say to show wherein he agreed and disagreed 

with the gentleman from Virginia. Before he pro- 

ceeded to discuss the question in the manner he || 
had proposed to himself, he would ask leave to 

attend to a few of the preliminary remarks of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bixney.} The || 
gentleman informed us that but a short time ago, 


he could not believe that it now required ten millions 
to sustain a currency of eighteen. He thought, 
therefore, that the bank had not acted solely with 


| the charter. From this omission, he argued at 
| length, that the bank had not, by the contract, any 
|| right to them, and contended that they wouid not 
a view to self-defence. Weare told that the in- || have been named in the charter at all, if Con- 
dustry of the country must stop unless the deposites || gress had not in their discretion, by a subsequent 
be restored. But there were other causes which | clause, determined that they should put some 
had, in his opinion, contributed more to the general || limit to the power given by them to the Secretary 
| distress than the removal of the deposites. The || of the Treasury. It was admitted by the advo- 
cash payment of duties, added to the reduction of || cates for the bank, that the Secretary had the right 
the currency by the bank, was sufficient to account || to remove the deposites upon the failure of the 
| for the pressure upon the money market. Weare || bank, in complying with their stipulation to trane- 
| told, from high authority, that another cause was, || fer, or to pay over the public money when demand- 

the want of confidence in the stability of the present | ed. But if the ebjection to the Secretary’s acting 
state of things. Whocreated this uncertainty, but 


j 


country was in a state of unparalleled prosperity; 
commerce, agriculture, and manufactures, were ali 
flourishing. But suddenly, as if touched by the 
magic wand of a wizard, all this prosperity dis- 
appeared; and fortunate for the country was it, in 
Mr. Jongs’s opinion, that the country was so 
touched. 

Under the Circean enchantments of the bank, 
the country enjoyed a fleeting and delusive pros- 
perity. But suddenly the spell was dissolved, and 
we had awakened to the -sober realities of our 
situation. We found ourselves slaves; and those | 


to whom the bank belongs we found to be our || 


lords and masters. He would read a few remarks | 
made by a man who was now gone, but who would | 





The capital exists, whether in one bank or another, 
and every one knows that the State banks are 
willing to lend money on their deposites,, Could 
any bank do more? 
r. J. perfectly agreed in the opinion that 
want of confidence in the permanence of the pres- 
| ent state of things, was the main cause of the con- 
| tinuance of the pressure. Let this House act, 
| then, and confidence will be restored. Let this 
House declare that the deposites shall remain 
where they are. 
Mr. J. said he would call the attention of the 
House to the nature of the contract made with the 





bank; and, in answer to an argument put by Mr. 
| Moores, of Virginia, contended, from the conduct 


long live in the veneration of his country, [Mr. | of Mr. Secretary Dallas, that it was no part of the 


John Randolph,] in his s 


ech on granting the | 
original charter of this bank. 


| bargain between the Government and the bank, 
He then read from || that the bonus of $1,520,000 was paid as a con- | 


that speech a passage in which Mr. Randolph re- || sideration for the bank having any right to the 


marks that, if he must have a master, he would |! 


have something that he could respect. He would | 
— a master with epaulettes to one with a quill 
ehind his ear. We were told by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania that, if the bank was engaged | 
in political schemes, if it aided in putting forth 
scurrilous publications against the President, he 
would be ready to join in the denunciation of the | 
institution. Without stopping to inquire whether 
those charges were true or not, he would ask the | 
gentleman how far, in that case, he would join in | 
the denunciation? Would he simply say to the 
bank, this is your only offence, and we will there- 


fore overlook it for the sakeof the good you have || 
done, or would he join us in punishing the bank || 


for malversation? Another observation of the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania did credit to his | 
understanding and his heart; he referred to the 
remark that, if the bank was not to be rechartered, | 
nor one like it, the deposites might as well be re- | 


| establishment of the institution. For the present, 


moved now as some time hence; that the bank and | 
the country were as well prepared for the removal 
now as they ever would Mr. J. hoped that no 
consideration of the convenience of the bank to the 
country in carrying on exchange, nor any reasons 
would induce us to recharter the bank. 
If the bank was not to be rechartered, this was the 


best time that could be taken, he believed, for re- || warrant a supposition that the right to the depos- 
eposites; and he would admit that, if | ites was one of the considerations for which the 


moving the d 
the bank was to be rechartered, this was the proper 
time to restore the deposites. The restoration and 
the recharter was one and the same question; for 
if we restored the d ites, it would be vain to 
resist the recharter. He, therefore, attacked the 


' 


public deposites. It appeared, that in 1815, a 
communication had been made by the President to 
Congress, on the subject of the currency; in con- 
| sequence of which a committee was raised, having 

at its head Mr. J.C. Catnooun. After some de- 
liberation as to what remedy should be applied 
to restore the currency to a sound state, the com- 
mittee came to the conclusion that it was necessar 


States, and the chairman was directed by the com- 
mittee to ascertain the opinions of Mr. Dallas, 
whose financial abilities were duly estimated. Mr. 





Catnoun accordingly addressed him a letter, re- 
questing information ; to which his reply was given 
immediately, with that opinion upon the six fol- 
lowing points, viz: On the amount of capital neces- 
sary for the bank; its government, privileges, and 
duties; organization; the bonus to be paid for 
granting the charter; and, lastly, such measures 
as should be taken by Government to aid in the 


it was not necessary for him to refer to more than 
what was stated in the opinion in reference to the 
bonus. a this, Mr. D. expressly stated ‘* that 
‘it was to be paid for the exclusive privileges to 
*be granted to the stockholders for the space of 
‘twenty years;” and there was nothing in it to 


bonus was paid. They were rather considered as 
an incidental benefit; for further on, with » pro- 
hetic eye as to futurity, it would be seen that he 
d expressly stated that the deposites were abso- 
lately, and almost in terms, excluded from being 







| was closely canvassed, it would appear from this 
from the influence of the United States Bank, the || the advocates of the restoration of the deposites? || 


that he could not act, until after the commission of 
| an act by which the charter itself was violated: for 


|| how was he to ascertain that the depository was 





| unsafe until he had established it by 


roof? Mr. 
| Webster, who drew the clause in the charter, never 


| understood that the bank had the right to hold the 


| deposites until proof had been made that they 
| were in an unsafe institution, or he would have 


| used other language than he did. He could not 


assent to the doctrine that the Secretary was bound 
to satisfy the bank for the exercise of the power of 


| removal vested in him by the charter, for the Sec- 


' 


| retary was only bound to satisfy the epecocreninee 

of the people; and if they were satisfied, that was 
_ sufficient for him, as it would be altogether useless 
for him to endeavor to satisfy the bank that the 
| deposites ought to be removed from it. He trusted 
that they would come to the conclusion that he 
| did, that the Secretary had the right to exercise 
| this power, in pursuance of the discretion vested 
in him, and that the reasons rendered by him for 
| so doing were sufficient. He contended that there 
| were other reasons than those admitted by the 
| friends of the bank, which would justify the action 
| of the Secretary, and these were, whenever the 
| bank should do any act having a tendency to in- 


| jure the Government; to destroy the ey of elec- 
ue 


y || tion; prevent the Government of its 
| for that purpose to establish a Bank of the United 


influence, 


| or sought to make unconscionable gains at ite ex- 
| pense; and above all, when the interests of the peo- 


| ple should require it. To sustain bis views as to 


the construction of the charter, he called the atten- 


| tion of the House to the recorded opinions of Mr. 


Secretary Crawford, in 1817, 1818, and 1823, on 
this subject, as he was, if not the ablest, certainly 
inferior to none of his predecessors or successors 
in office, and he felt ita high gratification, as he had 


| been the friend of his boyhood, as well as of his 


maturer years, to find that he was quoted on all 
sides, as one a cnleee Coens _— 
opinions, as to the power of the Secretary an 
ipon the constitutional law, had been so recently 
given, it was not necessary for him to do more 
than remind the House of them. Mr. Crawford 
was not alone in his opinions, for they found Mr. 
Secretary Ingham had reiterated the same opi 

and that he told the bank, if they should interfere 
with the Government, or withthe elections, that he 
would exercise the power now claimed. 
Mr. Biddle, in terms, if the bank entered the politi- 
cal arena, he would exercise the power placed in 
his hands. Did Mr. Biddle then deny that right? 
Not at all. It had been urged that this power 
vested in the Secretary was too great; thata seire 
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facias ought to have been issued, &c. But on re- || ‘The resolution submitted by Mr. Kwieur, on || bills some years ago, and was a very proper one. 


ferring to the 


tof 1819, presented by the com- || Thursday, relative to the engraving and printing 


mittee, of whieh Mr, Spencer, of New York, was | a chart of Narraganset bay, being under consid- 


chairman, to inquire into the malversation of the 
bank at that time, they would find, that after the 
various matters had been enumerated, the conclu- 


sion wae substantially ‘* that the bank had violated || had been 


ite » that it was unnecessary to issue a scire 
Sacias, a8 the powers vested in the ae of the 
Treasury were fully sufficient, if the stockholders 
of the bank, or the directors thereof, should not 


|| eration, 
| Mr. KNIGHT stated that since he had offered 


| 


We had the law before us for our government, and 
why had we ordered this printing? He was in 
favor of the course pursued by the House. 


Mr. WEBSTER viewed the question as affect- 


|| the resolution, he had understood that the chart || ing the relative rights of the two Houses; it was 


| 


correct the evils then charged against it.’”?’ Thus 


Congress had then thought, and they had the other 
ents of Secretary Crawford and of 
ngham to sustain the same opinion. 
r. J. next called the attention of the House to 


| 


engraved, and he asked to modify it so 
as to call for the printing of 1,000 copies. 

Mr. FORSYTH remarked that this was cer- 
tainly a small affair, but he would at least like to 





was desired. 

Mr. KNIGHT replied that Narraganset bay 
was in the public eye as a naval station. A sur- 
vey had been made with that intention. It wasa 
place of very great interest, and the object of the 


the statement made, that one reason why the old | resolution was to give everybody an opportunit 


Bank of the United States was not rechartered 
was, that it was interfering in politics, and this 


| 


| vantages of Narraganset bay. 


of examining the subject, and estimating the ad- 
He wished to con- 


had been denied; but his friend, the member from || vince the public of the strong claims which this | 


Tennessee, (Mr. Poix,) had only urged that it 
had been suspected of this. He would now re- 
mark that, if it were innocent, they had the highest 


possible authority to satisfy them that these sus- | involving an expense without a commensurate 
icions were correct; for Mr. Clay, upon his going || advantage 


ome, after voting for the chartering of the present 





bay had upon the notice of 


the people. 


e Government and | 
r. FORSYTH objected to the proposition, as 





Mr. ROBBINS remarked that Narraganset bay | 


bank, had expressly stated to his constituents that | possessed preéminent advantages as a naval sta- 


one of the considerations which induced him not || tion. 
to sustain it was that it had abused its powers, || whole Atlantic frontier. 
and had sought to subserve the views of a political || as a depot and station from whence to wage a || WE 


' 


fH} 


party; which charges, though denied by its friends, 


either of denying the charge, or joining, as he 
asserted he would do, in itsdenunciation. Mr. J. 


| 
| 


It was superior to any other site on the || 
It was better calculated || 


| 
know for what purpose the multiplication of copies || think 


not in true taste to be in controversy on this sub- 


ject. To restrict the Senate thus, was to negative 


the very idea of a contingent fund. Such a fund 
was, by its terms, to be used as the Senate might 


ink fit. 

Mr. POINDEXTER moved that the question 
be taken by yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and are as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Chambers, ars Ewing, Frelinghuyser, Hen- 
dricks, Kane, Kent, Knight, Linn, Mc » Man- 
gum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Tyler, Waggaman, Webster, and Wilkins—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hill, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Morris, Rives, Shepley, Tallmadge, White, and 
Wright—13. 

The special order of the day (Mr. Ciay’s reso- 
lution) was then called up, when 

Mr. EWING continued his remarks until about 
half past two o’clock, when he gave way to Mr. 
TER, for a motion to proceed to execu- 


maritime offensive or defensive warfare, than any || tive business. After the consideration of which, 
were yet, in his judgment, fully borne out; andthe | other part of the coast. As a station, it was not | 
member from Pennsylvania (Mr. Biywey] would || only calculated to repel invasion, but to furnish | 
have, therefore, the opportunity afforded him || facilities to carry the war into the enemy’s waters | 


It was 
a station calculated to reduce the expense of a | 


—to drive him back to his own channels. 


was proceeding, when he gave way at the sugges- | naval war at least one half. The cost of printing | 


tion of 
Mr. POLK, who submitted a motion to adjourn; 
which prevaiied. 
IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 21, 1834. 
A message was received from the President of 


the United States, by Mr. Dowexson, his Private 


Secretary. 
The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a re- 


ment of the articles deposited in that department 
which had been received as presents by our foreign 


functionaries. The report was read, referred to 
the Commitiee on Foreign Relations, on motion | 


i| 


was trifling: a knowledge of the bay of great im- 


Mr. FORSYTH said that he was really ashamed 
to rise again, but he could not conceive that any | 


| good would arise by an expenditure of three or | 


four hundred dollars for printing additional copies | 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 21, 1834. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, reported a bill 


| for the relief of John Bruce. 
| portance 


Mr. BLAIR, of Massachusetts, a bill for the 


\| relief of Colonel George Gibson. 


Mr. WARDWELL, a bill for extending the 
rovisions of an act supplemental to an act for the 
enefit of the surviving officers and soldiers of the 


| of a chart, when all who had occasion to examine || Revolution. 


| it could be furnished atany time. These repeated 
} 


|| expenditures. 


calls for printing involved in the aggregate heavy 
e could not conceive that any 


|| public benefit would be derived from the adoption 
port from the Secretary of State, responsive to the || of this resolution, and consequently he should vote 
resolution of Mr. PoinpextTeRr, calling for a state- || against it. 


The resolution was adopted—ayes 23, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. WEBSTER moved to take up the bill 
making appropriations, in part, for the support of 


of Mr. WILKINS, and ordered to be printed. A || Government for the year 1834. 


few minutes afterwarde, 


| 
| 


Mr. W. remarked that the bill, when it passed 


Mr. POINDEXTER rose, and hoped that no || the House, contained a provision restricting the 


notice of the report would be taken upon the Jour- || Senate in the expenditure of the contingent fund | 
nals. He asked that the report and accompanying || to its ordinary expenses, and not to the purchase 

documents would be returned to the department; | or publication of any books, maps, charts, &c., | 
it was not made in compliance with the resolution. || and that not adollar could be expended under that ! 


The resolution asked this information of the Ex- 
ecutive, and there was a discrepancy in the pro- 
ceedings by reason of the response coming from 
another quarter. He hoped no notice would be 
taken of the report. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, and Mr. FORSYTH 
made a few remarks in reply to Mr. POINDEX- 
TER, when the latter gentleman intimated that 
his object had been achieved by the information 
asked for being furnished; and that if any Senator 
objected, he would not press the matter. 

r. FORSYTH. | object. 

Mr. POINDEXTER. Then, sir, I withdraw 
the motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from th- Commissioner of the 
Land Office relative to private land claims. 

Mr. TiPTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs; Mr. BELL, from the Committee on 
Claims; Mr. HENDRICKS, from the same com- 
mittee; Mr. BROWN, from the same committee; 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims; Mr. WRIGHT, from the 
Committee on Claims; and Mr. BENTON, from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, made reports 
upon various private bills and petitions. 

Memorials and petitions, generally of a private 
nature, were presented by Messrs. Mc N, 
TiPTON, BENTON, and BIBB; which were 
preneraliy, without reading, referred to the usual 
committees. 


| 
| 
i 


rovision for anything but their ordinary printing | 
Cistaane: He thought the Senate ought to be | 





Mr. CHINN, a bill to organize the several fire 
companies in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HAMER, a bill for the relief of Mr. P. Mix. 

Mr. LEAVITT, a bill authorizing the surrender 
of certain bounty lands by soldiers of the Revo- 
lution, that they might locate on others in lieu 
thereof, and for other purposes. 

Mr. McKIM,, a bill authorizing the continuance 
of the Cumberland road to Indiana and Illinois, 
and for its repairs, &c. Also, a bill for the relief 
of Tuffs & Clark. 

Mr. SELDEN, a bill for the relief of Stephen 


Kingston. 

Mr. BINNEY, a bill supplemental to the act 
passed for the relief of certain insolvent debtors of 
the United States. 

Mr. REED, of Massachusetts, a bill for the 
relief of Commodore Isaac Hull. 

Mr. LOYALL, a bill for the relief of Humphry 


| allowed the privilege of using their contingent | B. Gwathmay. 


} 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 








| 
it 


fund at their pleasure, and he, therefore, moved to | 
adhere to the amendment. 

Mr. FORSYTH thought the restriction imposed || 
by the House a very necessary one. Very great | 
abuses had certainly taken place in the expenditure || 
of the contingent fund. It had been frequently | 
appropriated to the purchase and publication of | 
books of any kind, whether good or bad, if the | 
owners of them could induce a friend to make the | 
motion, believing they were good and useful. He | 
recollected, and mentioned several instances of 
such expenditure, and even now there was an 
annual appropriation of $2,500 for purchasing 
Gales & Seaton ’s Register of Debates as long as | 
they might choose to publish them. He thought 
there was no other way to prevent these abuses but 
by agreeing to therrestriction imposed by the House. | 

Mr. KANE thought the question was not 
whether the Senate acted unwisely in the expend- 
iture of its contingent fund, but whether this 
body, having ordered certain printing, should pay 
for it. He agreed with the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts that the Senate ought to insist on their 
amendment. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, was of a different 
opinion. It was certain there had hitherto been a 
disposition to squander the contingent fund. The | 
same provision had been introduced into similar 


All which Vis were severally read twice and 
committed. 

Me. CLAY reported a bill for the relief of Asa 
Hartfield; which was read twice, and ordered to 
be engrossed for its third reading to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER presented the annual report 
from the State Department of the patents for in- 
ventions taken out, and of those which had ex- 
pired in 1832; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY obtained leave of the House 
to submit the following resolution; which lies on 
the table one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to inform this House what amount of 
money had been received into the Treasury on or 
before the 30th of September, 1832, as proceeds of 
lands embraced in the Louisiana purchase, and 
which had been sold by the United States, exhib- 
iting also a statement of payments from the Treas- 
ury for roads or other improvements within the 
limits of said purchase; also, exhibiting the 
amount of payments by the United States of and 
_ an im or claims to lands within said pur- 

ase; » pa ts and itures to obtain 
title to any Indian rights to such lands; also, pay- 
ments to commissioners, officers, &c., who have 
been management and sale of 
&c., so as to exhibit 


employed in the 
lands ethake ould pasehadie 





1834. : 





original purchase money) for said lands so pur- 














he is wounded, his courage and ardor are damped. 


chased by the United States to the day aforesaid; | But if the Government says to him, Go on, we 
also, similar information concerning the lands em- || will be a father to your family, and take care of | ‘classes at the time of the removal, to explain 


braced in the Florida purchase. 
Mr. JOHN Q. ADAMS submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies one day on the table: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 


be requested to cause to be laid before this House, | 


if not inconsistent with the public interest, a copy 
of the instructions of Richard Rush, Envoy Ex- 
traordin 
Court of 


| 


| 
| 


‘| would be entitled to 


a he has no longer any hesitation, and braves 
| death without dismay. He hoped never to see 
| the time when we should be such sticklers for the 
| Constitution that we could do nothing of a useful 


to in his message of the 6th instant, forbidding i! than three or five thousand could now be alive; 


all the ministers and agents of the United States 


abroad to accept in future, unless previously au- || 
thorized by Congress, presents of any description, || 
from any foreign State, under any circumstances. _ 


THE PENSION LAWS. 
The order of the day was then declared to be 
the resolution of Mr. Cuitton, to appoint a select 


committee to inquire into the expediency of so || 
— law, as to embrace | 

ose persons who were en- | 
geged in the Indian wars down to the year 1794, | 


extending the general 
within its provisions t 


and the amendment of it, by Mr. Bouin, to 


ects of the pension system upon the community, 
and how far it ought to be abolished or repealed. 

Mr. PEYTON rose and said, Mr. Speaker, I 
intended to have made my acknowledgments to 
the honorable gentleman from Rhode Island, (Mr. 
Borces,} for a kindness which others have so 
often received at his hands before. 
that gentleman is not in his seat—he was not 
there yesterday morning—and I have no remarks 
to make. The absent and the dead—nature’s bourne 
- re waves, alike with me, afford a sacred 
shield. 

Mr. HARDIN said he did not understand the 


it was understood by the gentleman from Rhode 
Island. Those wars were the most desperate and: 


bloody which history recorded, and continued, || 
without intermission, from 1778 to 1794. He | 


went into a recital of some of the principal events 
of those wars, and allowed that they were con- 
nected with the war of the Revolution, and grew 
out of the hostility of the Indian allies of Great 
Britain. 

These were not the petty conflicts which the 

ntleman from Rhode Island supposed them to 
Fe Mr. H. passed a high eulogium on the char- 
acter of the Kentucky militia, as exhibited in the 
Indian wars and during the late war with Great 
Britain. When the Governor of Rhode Island, 
with an army of fifteen men, was hesitating whether 
he could constitutionally take the field or not, the 
venerable Governor of Kentucky was facing the 
enemy with two thousand of the bravest and 
best of the sons of Kentucky: no constitutional 
scruples were felt there. The gentleman from 
Rhode Island deemed it a reproach to take the 
spoils of his vanquished foe. He had taken the 
idea from the story of Ajax and Ulysses, but had 
forgotten the part which best applied to the case. 
The Grecian generals awarded the arms to Ulys- 
ses, and left the old vaunting chief in mortification 
anddespair. Mr. H.greatlyregretted thatthis sub- 
ject should be attempted to be turned into ridicule. 
The people of the West have as strong claims to 
pensions as any in America. He repeated, that 
they bore a part in the revolutionary war, and 
were entitled to the same consideration with those 
who fought on the east side of the mountains. The 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Pinckney] 
contended that the whole pension system was un- 
constitutional. Was it unconstitutional to pay 
men who are en in the land and naval ser- 
vice of the United States? If they are wounded in 
service, is it unconstitutional to pension them? If 
they die in service, is it unconstitutional to give 
half-pay for five or ten years to their widows? 
Certainly not; and for the same reasons it is not 
unconstitutional to pension those who have ren- 
dered military services. The military pension 
system was dictated bysound national policy. He 
would never pension officers who were engaged 
in civil service. When a man is ordered to storm 
a battery or scale a fort, if he knows that it is 
unconstitutional for the Government to provide for 


j 


| 
} 


| 


' 








| 
| 
j 





committee. 


| 


part, for the support of the Government. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of 
Ways and Means—the question being on the 


|| amendment submitted by Mr. Jones, as an amend- 
Tee a committee to inquire into the moral | 
e 


ment to that previously submitted by Mr. McDur- 
FIE, viz: to add to the motion for reference the 
following instructions to that committee: ‘ In- 
‘ quire into the si ree of depositing the rev- 
* enue hereafter collected in the State banks in the 
‘ different States, where the same is collected, in 





so || § proportion to theirrespective capitals paid in, and 
But, sir, | 


* to prescribe the terms on which the same shall be 

| § deposited; and to report by bill or otherwise.”’ 
r. JONES, of Georgia, resumed his remarks. 

He read some extracts from the speech of Mr. 


'| Clay against the recharter of the old bank, show- 


| ing that Mr. Clay was satisfied that the charges 


|| made against the old bank of abuse of power, and 
history of the Indian wars in the manner in which |, 


oppressive conduct, had been fairly made out. 
Whether the bank was obnoxious to these charges 
was not now the question; but there was sufficient 

roof of their truth to satisfy the honorable mem- 

er, whose remarks he had read. Mr. J. then 
| passed to the manner in which the transfer drafts 
were made, and expressed the opinion that the 
| Secretary of the Treasury ought to have apprised 
| the bank of the existence of the drafts, in the 





upon which they would be presented. 

From the circumstances of the times—the pay- 
ment of duties in cash, the transfers, and the cur- 
tailments of discounts made by the banks—great 
distress had befallen the community. I[t was hia 

opinion that the removal of the deposites ought to 
| have been made at an earlier period. The time 
chosen was unfortunate, and he believed they could 
have been removed at an earlier period without 
embarrassment to the public, had the President 
acted with less forbearance towards the predeces- 
sor of the present Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. 
Jones here read a passage from the Secretary’s 
report, showing the reasons which governed him 
in fixing upon the time of removal. He says: 

‘© It was impossible that the commercial com- 
‘munity could have sustained itself much longer 
‘under such a policy. In the two succeedin 
‘months the collections of the bank would prob- 
‘ably have exceeded five millions more, and the 
* State banks would have been obliged to curtail 
‘in an equalsum. The reduction of bank accom- 
* modations to the amount of nineteen millions of 
‘dollars in four months must have almost put an 
* end to trade; and before the Ist of October this 
* pressure in the principal commercial cities had 
‘ bectine so intense that it could not have been 
* endured much longer without the most serious 
‘embarrassments. It was then daily increasing; 
‘and from the best information that I have been 
* able to obtain 1 am persuaded that, if the public 
‘moneys received for revenue had continued to be 
‘ deposited in the Bank of the United States for 
‘two months longer, and it had adhered to the 
‘oppressive system of poliey which it re 
‘during the two preceding months, a widespread 
‘scene of bankruptcy and ruin must have fol- 
‘lowed. There was no alternative, therefore, for 
‘the Treasury Department, but to act at once, 
* or abandon the object altogether. Duties of the 
‘highest character would not permit the latter 
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clearly the receipts and expenditures (except the | his wife and family, if he falls, or for himself, if 


| 


_ * short period. 
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‘ course, and I did not hesitate promptly to resort 
* to the former. 


*¢ | have stated the condition of the mercantile 


‘why it was im ible to postpone it even for a 
nder other circumstances I should 
* have been disposed to direct the removal to take 


ation t | ‘effect ata distant day, so as to give Congress an 
or practical kind. Some remarks had been made | ‘ 


|as to the probable number of the persons who 4 


nsions under the proposed — ‘ proper to be taken.’ 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to the | measure. The number of those engaged at dif- | 


reat Britain, of the 6th of November, | ferent times in the wars with the Indians did not 
1817; and also a copy of the instructions referred | exceed twenty thousand, and of these not more | which rendered necessa 

| by the bank. He wou 
but this was a subject proper for the inquiry of a | reasons were sufficient for the curtailments. He 


qo of prescribing, in the mean time, the 
places of deposite, and of regulating the security 


In reply to these views the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has furnished ‘us with the reasons 
the curtailments made 
inquire how far these 


| had before him a statement of the specie possessed 





} 
| 
| 











| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


lions; in 1828, specie five millions, bil 


_ A message was received from the Senate inform- | by the bank for a course of several yeare, and of 
ing the House that the Senate adhered to their | the circulation and discounts of the 
amendment to the bill making appropriations, in | same 


nk for the 
riods. From this it appeared that, in 
1824, the bank had six millions in specie, of bille 
in circulation eleven millions, and of discounts 
thirty-three millions; in 1825, the bank had in 
specie six millions, bills eleven millions, and dis- 
counts thirty-three millions; in 1826, specie three 
millions, bills sixteen millions, and discounts thir- 
ty-three millions; in 1827, specie six millions, bills 
seventeen millions, and discounts thirty-one mil- 
twenty- 
two millions, and discounts thirty-five millions; in 
1829, specie six millions, bills thirteen millions, 
discounts thirty-nine millions; in 1830, bills fifteen 


| millions, discounts forty-four millions; in 1831, 


bills eighteen millions, discounts forty-four mul- 
lions; in 1832, specie six millions, bills twenty- 
four millions, discounts sixty-seven millions; and 
in 1833, specie ten millions, bills eighteen millions, 
discounts seventy millions. He called the atten- 
tion to the continual increase of discounts shown 
by this statement. He would also direct the atten- 


|| tion of the House to the fact that six millions in 





weekly lists, and to have stated the contingency || 





| removal of the d 


| look at his speech he would fi 


| 


specie were, in 1832, deemed sufficient to sustain 
a paper circulation of twenty-four millions; and 
that in 1833, with ten millions in specie, and bills 
amounting only to eighteen millions, the bank 
deems it necessary to eurtail her discounts in order 
to sustain the credit of her circulation. The di- 
| rectors peony know well what to do in this 
matter, but they ought to give us better reasons 
for their acts. 

Mr. J. now proceeded to consider the reasons 
offered by the Secretary of the Treasury for his 
act, and he did not entertain a doubt that he could 
fully demonstrate the efficiency of those reasons. 

_ But here he met the objection that these were not 
_ the reasons of the Secretary of the Treasury, but 
of the President, and that the Secretary had no 
more to do with them than the iron pen with 
which he wrote the order. This, he thought, did 
| injustice to the Secretary; and it was a matter of 
| surprise to him that the gentleman from South 
Carolina, who was so well acquainted with the 
| subject, should have assumed such a position in 


regard to the act of the were @ was no 
| apologist for the Secretary, but he was free to 
award censure where it was due, and praise where 


it was deserved. Mr. Duane tells us that the 


President, when on his eastern trip, transmitted to 


him four written opinions on the subject of the 
ites, which opinions he had 
demanded from his Cabinet. 

Mr. McDUFFIE rose to explain. He knew 
that the Secretary honestly entertained the opin- 
ions on which he acted. If the gentleman would 
what his views 
were on this subject. His idea was, that when 
the President turns out one officer who will not 
obey his will, and puts in another who is willing 
to obey his will, the President is the author of the 
act which he has in view, no matter whether the 
officer deems the act legal and expedient or not. 
Mr. JONES was happy, he continued, that he 
had afforded the gentleman from South Carolina 
an opportunity to make this explaration. Lest 
any one should misunderstand the subject, he 
would read Mr. Duane’s published statement of 
the opinions aie the members of the 

abinet. The character of Mr. Taney placed him 
above the orate he would prefer office to 
<r The ident had no right to exercise 
such control as to force his Ministers to agree with 
him; but where they disagreed on vital principles, 
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it was the President’s duty and right to remove 
them. The Secretaries were not responsible to us, 
but to the President, and the President was re- 


contemplated plan of violating the Constitution 
till the — themselves become corrupted. So 
was it in every republic of any age. The repub- 





lics of Greece and Rome maintained their pristine 
vigor till the people became corrupted, and dead- 
ened to a sense of their own degradation. Cesar 
was notable to seize the treasury of Rome till 
the le cried ** All hail!” 

|| The Executive will be unfaithful in the Stor 
_ of the trust conferred on him by the amy if he 
, does not see practised what he judges best. if any 
Secretary, whether of the Treasury or of any de- 
| partment, disagrees with the President, it is then 
| a duty which he owes no less to the country than 
to himself, to turn that Secretary out of office. 


sponsible to the people and to the representatives 
of the people. in support of this oe Mr. | 
J. read several passages from the debates in Con- 
gress on the organization of the d ents. 

If the President is responsible for the due exe- | 
eution of the laws, it is necessary that those under 
him should be responsible to him for the manner 
in which those laws are executed, as he may 
direct or judge best.. The principles in which the 
laws are executed should be alike maintained by 
all in subordination to the executive government; 
and these principles are based on opinions. The 
President is, therefore, in a sensible degree affected | Let the case be thus illustrated: Suppose this 
by the opinions of those under him concerning | country was again involved in war with England, 
the mode of executing the laws; and more so, || and that the British troops were landed in this 
concerning whether the law should or not have its | country; suppoee that the bank had agreed to loan 
proper efficacy. Having nominated his subordi- | largely to the commissary of that army, and that 
nates, he is responsible for their conduct in office. || this fact became known to the Executive, would it 
He has, therefore, properly a control over their || not be the duty of the President to order that no 
opinions relative to the duties of their station; |) public funds should continue deposited in the vaults 
and has the power of removal for a contradiction of | of the bank, in order to be so applied to aid and 
opinion; for it would beget a contrariety of action. | abet, comfort and convenience, the arms of the 
And if he has thus constitutionally the power of || common enemy? If then the Secretary of the 











removing whole gange of those in office under him, 
who can deny him the power of removing one? 
He will merely put the case instanced by Mr. 
Calhoun. Suppose that instead of the Secretary | 
of the Treasury being opposed to the removal of | 
the deposites, and the President determined in | 
favor of them, that the Secretary of the Treasury | 
was as determinedly in favor of their being re- 
moved, while the President was decided against 
such a measure, are there any of the opposite 
party declaiming now in favor of the bank, whe 
would not exult at the proper exercise of the con- 
stitutional power vested in the President, of re- | 
moving one so opposed in opinion and practice, | 
because such a measure would be coincident with 
their own interests or views? There are, there- 
fore, more spectacles to be found than those of | 
Major Jack Downing, which, when turned on the | 
patent screws, will enable their user to see things 
adversely from reality; to view in bold relief | 
objects discernible only in perspective; to observe | 
black things as white; aod all as they would be | 
desired, not as they in reality exist. 
not go to England for these patent spectacles; for 
they are to be found on the floor of the Llouse. 
ut it had been alleged us dangerous that the 
Government should hold purse and sword, and 
asserted that having already the sword, the Ex- 
ecutive, by this removal of the deposites, would 








obtain such a control over the Treasury as to pos- || 


sess also the purse. The former part of this 
assertion has been amply disproved by the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Bearpstey,} who has 
shown that not the executive, but the legislative 
branch of the Government possesses virtually and 
actually the eword; for it possesses the command 
of the Army and Navy, and their equipment, the 
power to declare war and make peace, the right to 
raise taxes and make appropriations; all which are 
properly the duties of that part of any govern- 
ment which can properly be said to possess the 
sword of the nation. And as to that part of the 
assertion which insinuates that the Executive 
beconies possessed of the purse of the nation by 
ordering the transfer of the deposites from one 
ce to another, it is equally nugatory or invalid; 
ecause the transfer from the United States Bank 
to a State bank is no greater in its effects than the 
transfer from th~ United States Bank to one of its 
branches, or from one branch bank to another; 
indeed, no more than changing the deposites from 
one side of the vaults of the banks to another, 
And why? The Executive can make ro demand 
for expenditure on the deposites, wherever situa- 
ted, without a definite appropriation by Congress, 
Thus Congress possesses in reality both the purse 
and the sword of the nation. So that the argu- 
ment concerning the power of the White House 
of the Executive more properly belongs to the 
White House of Congress. There is no evil to 
be apprehended from the power of the former till 
the power of the latter be invoked into exertion, 
The loaded ass of Philip was never able to. enter 
the walls of a Grecian city till those mpi were 
prepared to receive him. The heads of any de- 
partment will not be capable of succeeding in any 








We need | 


| Treasury should depend on the power with which 

it is alleged the charter arms him, of judging of 
,and for himself, concerning the expediency of 
removing these deposites, and should in conse- 
quence persist in refusing to order any transfer, 
| would he not be guilty of misprision of treason, 
| by free consent, and subject to impeachment? 


|, The honorable gentleman next adverted to the 


| sufficiency of the various reasons adduced by the 
Secretary of the Treasury as having ear him 
| to order the removal of the deposites, in answer 

to the arguments by Mr. Bryney and others. He 
| dwelt first on the transaction of the bank relative 
to the purchase and deferring of thethree per cents., 
although it was expected the Government would 
redeem that debt. He asserted that the bank was 
responsible for what its agent had done, particular- 
ly when that agent was General Cadwalader, who 
was intimaie with the relations and designs of the 
bank—was himself a director; and had even been 


| 


a president pro tem. of the bank. Not till the pub- 
lic indignation was ‘roused by the publication of | 


| the circular of the Barings of London, did the 
| bank think proper to disavow the proceedings. To 
| disavow afterwards the proceedings of an agentis 
| no uncommon occurrence in commercial as well as 
| political transactions. He instanced that of pas- 
| sing over the Florida line, and seizing the towns of 
| St. Marks and Pensacola; and when the Spanish 
ambassador complained of the trespass, it was 
| found convenient to disavow it, and to throw the 
| weight of the responsibility on the agent. So 
was the disavowal in the case of the three per 
cents.; and a similar instance occurred during the 
existence of the old bank in a substitution of two 
millions of debt for another two millions of a dif- 
ferent kind which the Secretary claimed the right 
of redeeming. This latter was a feasible objection 
against the former bank; the present charge is 
therefore tenable against the present bank. 

He instanced next the interference in elections, 
and referred to cases before quoted by Mr. Poux, 
of Tennessee. 

The loans of the bank to different individuals 
connected with the public press, formed his next 
topic of animadversion. These loans, he said, 
were given without any specification as to time or 
security, to responsiuility or manner, and given 
evidently to sustain the interests of the bank, and 
to an undefined amount, larger than was required. 
The honorable gentleman here quoted the items 
specified in the report of the Secretary of the 

reasury of the amount of discounts of the bank 
on the 3ist December, 1830, ($42,403,404, ) and that 
in 1831, ($63,026,452, ) and compared it with thatin 
the May following, ($70,000,000, ) to prove that the 
bank had extravagantly enlarged its discounts at 
| the time the President deli his message coun- 
ter to its being rechartered; and this was only four 

ears before its charter was ex to expire. 

e com the account of the Secretary with 
that given by the bank itself, in the report of its 
directors, and showed that the actual increase in 
the amount of the loans at that period was at an 
average of seven millions for four months. He 
also demonstrated that asin February and March, 
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’32, the amount of specie was six millions, and of 
currency twenty-four millions, and the present 
amount of specie ten millions, and of currency 
only eighteen, that the withdrawing of the dis- 
counts of the difference between the present circu- 
lation and the sixty-three or seventy millions, was 
oe real cause of the distress—not removing of the 
e tes. 

e touched cursorily on the topic of the bank 
having published some documents, &c., which had 
been ordered to be printed and circulated by Con- 
gress, because they contained reports favorable to 
that institution. ‘This he considered a gratuitous 
and uncalled-for act, and that it was evidently an 
exertion of electioneering we in favor of having 
granted a new charter. hoever does not per- 
ceive in the transaction testimony sufficient to war- 
rant such a conclusion, requires more evidence 
than would satisfy him. 

Mr. J. then discussed the topic of concealing 
the affairs of the bank from the Government 
directors. This was faintly denied by the other 
bank directors, but fully admitted and justified by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Binney.) 
Here Mr. J. quoted the discussion in Congress at 
the time of appointing Government directors of 
the bank, to prove it was deemed then essential 
that a national bank should be for national in- 
terests, and be controlled by the Government of 
the nation; and to prove it could not properly sub- 
serve public interests if its affairs or administra- 
tions were kept close. Yet have the Government 
directors been excluded not only from all partici- 

ation in the management of the bank, but have 

ad its proceedings studiously concealed from 
them. The whole executive power of the direct- 
ors has devolved upon the committee of ex- 
change, who have intrusted to them an irrespon- 
sible power. For even Mr. Biddle himself, when 
examined, confessed that that committee need not 
necessarily report its proceedings to the board of 
directors. They had power to order loans with- 
out regard to length of time or security, when and 
to whom they pleased; and hence they were en- 
abled to discount notes of hand for Webb and for 
Burrows, for Noah and for others; to grant facil- 
ities as they judged advantageous to secure the 
advocacy of those connected with the public press; 
and todo so in a manner not tolerated in any other 
instance by any banks. Yet all these notes were 
duly recognized by the executive committee; and 
even Mordecai Noah’s authorized, though unen- 
dorsed by Burrows, as it should have been. But 
this was in contemplation of a renewal of the char- 
ter, done precisely at the period necessary to in- 
fluence the public mind when the President deliv- 
ered his masreas disapproving of the recharter. 

He disproved the allegation of Mr. Binney rel- 
ative to the power of any corporation to delegate 
its authority to others. This delegation is par- 
tial, not entire. If the board of directors institute 
general rules for the administration of the bank, 
the committee cannot run counter to these rules. 
If the board decree that all transactions shall be 
submitted to a quorum of seven, and that the com- 
mittee infringes this general rule, then is the com- 
mittee wrong, and the administration of the bank 
improper. 
he honorable member from Georgia continued 
to declaim in detail against the proceedings of the 
bank on the French bill; to show the greater 
responsibility, safety, and stability of depositin 
the public funds in State banks to one bank wit 
many heads; of their being more independent of 
the Executive, and therefore of separating moneyed 
influence from governmental patronage, ad- 
vocated the anperior nature and efficacy of the 
amendment he had pro in lieu of that by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, viz: that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means should be instructed 
to inquire on what terms the different State banks, 








Mr. HUNTINGTON having obtained the floor, 


moved an adjournment 


The House adjourned at half past three o’clock. 
IN SENATE. 
W epwespayr, January 22, 1834. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The resolution of Mr. SHEPLEY, offered on 





Thursday, relative to the amount of tonnage em- 








1834. 


ployed in the West India trade, came up for con- 
sideration; w 

Mr. SHEPLEY gave his reasons at length for 
asking the information called for by the resolution, 
accompanied with tabular statements of the value 
of trade and the amount of tonnage between the 
United States and the British West Indies. 

Messrs. POINDEXTER and KNIGHT also 
made a few remarks, when the resolution was 


“— 

he resolutions offered on Thursday by Messrs. 
Waecaman, Tipton, and Linn, the resolutions of 
Monday, submitted by Messrs. Cuamsers, Ben- 
ron, and Wuure, those offered yesterday by 
Messrs. Waceaman, Porter, Swirt, and Susp- 
LEY, were severally taken up and adopted. 








Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- | 
nance, reported favorably on the petition of sundry | 
citizens of Georgia praying that the duty uponiron | 


which was about to be imported to construct a 
steamboat may be remitted, in order that the ex- 
periment about being made might be attended with 
as little expense as possible. 

The bill was read and committed. 


Wepnespary, January 22, 1834. 


As soon as the Journal was read, 

| Mr. POLK moved to take up the bill making 
| appropriations, in part, for the service of the Gov- 
| ernment during the year 1834. His object was to 
| propose a conference with the Senate in relation to 
the amendment to which the Senate had adhered, 
and he had no doubt that, through means of a 
| conference, the difficulty might be settled. 


The bill having been taken up, 

Mr. POLK moved that the House insist upon 

| the disagreement to the amendment of the Senate, 
striking out the clause relative to the appropriation 

_ of the contingent fund of the two Houses to the 

parpone of printing, and purchase of books, maps, 


c. 

Mr. HARDIN said that his impression was, in 
regard to the point of order, that a conference 
| between the two Houses could not be asked after 
|one of them had adhered. The Senate having 
_ adhered, the House must recede, or lose the bill. 
tor his part, he would rather recede than lose the 


Mr. HENDRICKS gave notice that he should || bil 


to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Charles G. Hand. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an unfavorable report upon 
the petition of Benjamin Holmes; which, on his 


motion, was laid upon the table, and ordered to be |, 


printed. 
Mr. WILKINS presented the petition of sun- | 


dry officers of the late war; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WILKINS submitted a memorial from a 
number of citizens of Philadelphia, complaining of 
the improper conduct of the board of directors of 
the Bank of the United States, approving of the 
course of the Secretary of the Treasury in re- 
moving the public deposites, and praying that 
Congress would not interfere in restoring them to 
the Bank of the United States. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Petitions of a private nature were presented b 


Messrs. SHEPLEY, TOMLINSON, WILKINS, |! 


SPRAGUE, and PORTER; which were referred 
to appropriate committees. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
WAGGAMAN, was considered and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of grant- 
ing acres of land to Major General 
mon Thomas, in consideration of the military ser- 
vices rendered by him in taking ession of that 
rtion of West Florida included in the district of 
ton Rouge. 


nae following resolution was submitted by Mr. 





Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed toinquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending the northern boundary line of the State of 
Missouri westward to the Missouri river, and east- 
ward from the rapide of the Des Moines to the 
Mississippi river, and inquire whether the north- 
ern boundary line has been ascertained of the State 
of Missouri according to compact. 

Atoneo’clock Mr. CLAY moved that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the special order of 
the day, being his resolutions upon the removal of 
the deposites. 

Mr. EWLNG then resumed and concluded his 
remarks; when 

Mr. PRESTON moved an adjourament, but 
gave way to 

Mr. WEBSTER, upon whose motion the Sen- 
ate, at five minutes past two o’clock, proceeded to 
executive business. 

Previous to the 
munication was laid 


galleries being cleared a com- 
d before the Senate from the 
Presidentof the United States, in compliance with 
the resolution of Mr. Pornpgxrer, relative to pres- 
ents made, to public functionaries resident in for- 


eign countries, now deposited in the De entof 
State; which, on motion of Mr, FORSYTH, was 
n 


referred to the Committee on Fore melation 83 
and, on motion of Mr. POINDEXTE » was 


ordered to be printed. 
When ne were opened the Senate had } 
adjourned. 


hile- | 





ill. 
| Mr. POLK. 1am not prepared to say that I 
| would. As to the point of order, he was satisfied 
| that the motion which he had made was strictly 
_in order. The position in which the House was 
placed might be undesirable, but being so placed, 

e was prepared to act. He should abstain from 
any debate, unless it was forced upon him. He 
believed that the committee of conference would 
| settle the question in the manner in which it ought 

to be settled, and that it was due to the Senate and 
| to ourselves to ask a conference. 

The CHAIR stated that the motion was in order. 

Mr. J. Q@. ADAMS said, that according to the 
practice of Congress for the last thirty years, when 
either House announced to the other its adherence, 
| there could be no conference. We must either re- 
cede, or adhere and lose the bill; and this practice, 
| be contended, had its advantages. The chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means has inti- 
| mated that if we now insist, and ask a conference, 
| the question will be finally settled. I ask, sir, 
where the honorable chairman got his information, 
and I pause for a reply. 

Mr. POLK replied that he had proposed the 
conference under the impression that the two 


proposition of the Elouse so reasonable that they 
| would agree to it. He hed not received any in- 
formation as to the probable course of the Senate 
| from any member of that body. 

| Mr. ADAMS thanked the gentleman for the 
| information that his impressions were not derived 
| from that source. Now, sir, said he, if the gentle- 


| agree to it; and he was sure that they ought not. 
W hat would be the consequence? When we send 
a message to the Senate asking a conference, they 
will reject it. It will then go before the world as 
a quarrel between the two Houses, provoked by 
| the Senate. He did not expect that the gentleman 





be to put the two before the country in that atti- 
| tude. The consequences of making such an im- 
pono on the public mind would, in his opinion, 
| be more injurious than the loss of the bill. He 


| hoped that we should give up our provision, or | 


| adhere and let the bill go. It would be better to 
lose this bill, however urgent it may be, and to get 
up another in its place, after much inconvenience 
from the delay, than to put the two Houses before 


the nation in a quarrelling attitude. I say it is 
my impression that the Senate will reject the con- 
ference; but that impression has not derived 
from conversation with any Senator. The pro- 


vision introduced into the bill by the House, he 
regarded as useless and insulting to. the Senate; 
and the House, in his opinion, ought not to adhere 
to it. The honor of the House, and the peace 
and quiet of the nation, required that the House 


should recede. If the gentleman was so tenacious | 
| of the provision, let him bring forward a separate 


| bill, and enact it as a general law, 


| Mr. FOOT said the decision of the Chair was 


Houses would ultimately agree; because, when | 
the conferees came together, they would find the | 


had this design in view, but that the effect would | 


correct as to the parliamentary rule; but the prac- 
tice had not prevailed inthis. country. The Senate 
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| alone. 


| during the progress of th, bill, that the provision 


man rests upon the reasonableness of his proposi- || had not been inserted in any former bill except 


tion, it is my impression that the Senate will not || 


———— 
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had adhered in the first instance, without insisting, 


and the door to conference was therefore closed. 
The Senate, by adhering, had signified that there 
was something in the bill which was insulting to 
the dignity of their body, and that it wasa subject 
for further consideration, The gentleman from 
Tennessee supposes that the Senate will recede, 
but the record of their proceedings in regard to the 
matter does not encourage the supposition. Look 
at the vote on the question—— 

The CHAIR interposed, and stated that it was 
not in order to refer to the vote of the Senate, 

Mr. FOOT said the wholeobject of a conference, 
at this stage of the proceedings, was to put on rec- 
ord the reasons of the two Houses for adhering 
now; he had no reason to give for the course of 
this House; and he was not willing to put upon 
record that this House had denied to the Senate 
the exercise of a privilege which we claim for our- 
selves, 

Mr. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, asked 
whether the Chair was of opinion that the motion 
of the gentleman from Tennessee was in or: »r? 

The CHAIR replied, certainly. In the british 
Parliament it was once the usage not to confer after 
adherence, but that rule had been changed, and it 
was the practice to ask a conference after an ad- 
herence by both Houses. The practice here had 
been different. Afteran adherence by both Houses 
it had never been the usage to ask a conference. 
But when one House mounted up at once to an ad- 
herence, and the other did not, the other could ask 
aconference. This last course was taken in two 
prominent instances—in regard to the Missouri 
restriction bill, and the judiciary bill, as he showed 
by reference to the Journals. It was for the House 
now to adhere—in which case there could be no 
conference—or to recede, or to insist, and ask a 
conference. 

Mr. EVERETT, after some remarks upon the 
decision of the Chair, remarked that he had under- 
stood the gentleman from Tenneswee to say that 
he had no doubt the Senate would give way. 

Mr. POLK explained. Hehad no doubt that, 
in aconference, the two Houses would agree, and 
he would give a reason for that opinion. ‘The pro- 
vision would be so modiGed as to impose no fur- 


| ther restriction upon the Senate than upon this 


House. This was the only mode of ascertaining 
whether the two Houses could agree without 
bringing forward a new bill. He asked the con- 
ference in order to avoid the adherence, and the 
consequent loss of the bill. 

Mr. EVERETT understood, he said, that it was 


'| now admitted that the elause in question was copied 


by inadvertence from the bill of last session and 
that the . noreanen was of one year’s standing 
e had repeatedly stated to the House, 


that of the last year. But it was insisted upon 


| that it had been a standing provision for four years. 
| But he objected to any limitation of the contingent 


fund in this way, t this bill fall, and some 


| other way can be provided by which the members 


may receive their pay and mileage. If the two 
Houses must quarrel, let it be on some more im- 
portant point than this. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND made some remarks on 
the point of order. 

r. McCKENNAN said, the contingent fund of 
the House was about one hundred fifty thou- 
sand dollars, and to restrict the House in its appli- 
cation, implied a want of confidence in the integ- 
rity of a majority ofthe House. Suppose that the 
House, by. unanimous vote, declares that the pur- 
chase of some book, map, or chart, is necessary 
for the instruction of the House, must we then ap- 
ply to the Senate for leave to use a portion of our 
contingent fund for the purchase? He was not 
willing to tie the hands of the House in this way, 
for it implied.a want of confidence in the integrity 
of the House. The contingent fund of the Senate 
was only $34,000; but we undertake to say, that 
having no confidence in the Senate, they shal! not 
use a dollar of that fund for the purchase of books, 
&c., without our leave. The restriction was a 


| direct and palpable insult to the Senate. 
| VE 


Mr. E ETT, of Vermont, considered it 
almost a loss. of time to continue debating on a 
trifling amount concerning the contingent ex- 
penses of the House, rather than attend to the 
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more important amounts embraced in the general 
appropriations. 

n answer to a question— 

Mr. POLK anid, that the proposed Committee 
of Conference would be empowered either to agree 
in whole or in part with the Senate, or to reject if 
they pleased. Or they would be empowered to 
substitute another clause or amendment, as might 
be agreed on by the conferees of both Houses, 
and then ask the concurrence of their respective 
bodies. He considered it better thus to submit 
the views of either House, to avoid the collision 
of both. He again explained the tendency of the 
obnoxious clause—that it was to confine the com- 
pensation for any books which may be ordered to 
appropriations for the objects specified, not to 
have them paid for from the contingent funds— 
and to prevent either House from making ap- 
propriations without the concurrence of the other, 
as by the Constitution established. The same 
aeons ae contained in the restrictive clause has 
een consecutively adopted by both Houses during 
the last four years, and maintained, with but one 
exception, in the case of a book ordered by the 
House. He had not the slightest intention, by his 
motion, to offer an insult to the Senate; nor was 
it in the contemplation of the House to distrust 








themselves. The motion was in the parliamentary | 


course of proceedings, and was meant to adjust 
difference rather than agitate dissension. A con- 
ference being granted can do no harm, and it may 
effect much good. 

Mr. BARRINGER asked the Speaker what 
would be the result if the conference were granted 
by both Houses, and that no agreement resulted. 
Would there be an alternative on the part of the 
House to recede, or would the bill lie on the table 
of the Senate and be lost? 


TheSPEAKER said that the clause ofadhering, | | 


not insisting, being connected with that for the 
conference, would have the effect of placing the 


bill on the table of the Senate in case of refusal | 


to compromise. 

Mr. 
and retain the bill rather than adhere, and have 
it lost in case of refusal. 

Mr. BOULDIN said he had voted for the pro- 
viso in debate, when it was originally proposed in 
the bill of appropriation for contingent expenses, 
because he expected it would limit the range of 
expenditure under the head of general appropri- 
ation. 


the prohibition being only on the purchase of books, 


everything analogous to books is supposed to be || 


included in the general appropriation for contingent 
expenses: he would, therefore, now reverse his 


vote, acting on the same principle as that which 


induced him originally to support the proviso. 
Every expense not embraced in the particular 
interdiction is countenanced, and therefore ma 
adroitly be foisted into the contingent expenses. 
The bill was originally made on the spur of the 
moment, and therefore more obnoxious to error; 
for he remembers that Lord Coke has distinctly 
asserted that few good laws are ever made on the 
spur or excitement of the occasion. The proviso 
of the present bill is a proof of his assertion. 

Mr. BROWN addressed a few words to the 
House, which were inaudible in the reporter’s 
seat, 

Mr. POLK was willing to modify his resclu- 
tion so as to obtain only the committee of con- 
ference, without the clause insisting on the dis- 
agreement. 

Mr. FOSTER considered that the House should 
have a respect for itself as well as for the Senate; 
and that they should have a laudable jealousy for 
the expenditure of the public money. The mem- 
bers of that House are the representatives of the 
people, and from them should all appropriations 
emanate. It was, therefore, the duty of the Senate 
to request the conference after the House had so 
unequivocally disagreed to the amendment on an 
appropriation bill; to receive it as proposed by the 
ones or to reject it in tolo—not certainly to send 
it beck with a message that they had adhered to 
their own amendment. He would prefer that the 
bill should be lost rather than the dignity of the 
House should be lost. The Senate is not respon- 


ARRINGER considered it better to insist | 


But finding that, instead of so limiting, it | 
had the effect of actually enlarging those expenses || 
and appropriations—because all not specifically | Maryland. 
prchibited are supposed to be countenanced—and || : ; 
a renewal of a former one, which had expired by || Affairs. in order to be examined u 

its own limitation. This law having been passed || The Jetter, on motion of Mr. 
| by the State of Maryland, her Legislature had sub- . 
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sible to the country for the appropriations made; | The bill making appropriations for the Indian 


courtesy might therefore have prevented them from | 
making an amendment; at least from adhering to | 
an amendment which met the disapprobation of | 
that House, whose duty and right it more imme- | 
diately is, to control the expenses of the nation. } 
He is reluctant to surrender the principle contained || 
in the proviso; and rather than have it lost, he 1 
desires to have the whole bill Jost; and that the || 
responsibility should then rest on the other House. | 
In a similar discussion in that House, he had 
asserted that the contingent fund ought to be more 
properly designated the convenient fund; and this 

e now repeated; for it was too well known that 
it was generally used as a matter of convenience; 
and that a dash of the pen often could draw on it 
for $30,000. He hoped the House would be | 
mindful of its own privileges and rights, as well as 
regardful of the liberties and taxes of the people, 
not to concede the proviso; and he trusted that the 
gentleman from Tennessee would not withdraw his 
motion insisting on the disagreement, if he did not 
withdraw that demanding a conference. 


The debate was continued for some time, when 
The question on the motion being divided, it was 
put on the first part, viz: that the House insist on 
the disagreement, &c., and lost. 
And the second part, viz: that the House re- || 
| quest a conference, and it was carried in the affirm- 
ative, upon which a committee of five were named 
to act as conferees. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication fromthe Department for Indian A ffairs, | 
| with a list of persons employed, and their stations, 
&c.; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


The House then, by consent, waived the ¢on- || 
sideration of the removal of the deposites, and || 
| proceeded to take up several engrossed bills which || 

were on the Speaker’s table. ~ 

The bill to authorize the construction of the || 
branch railroad from Baltimore to Washington, 
coming up for its third reading, 

Mr. CHINN moved to recommit the bill to the || 
| Committee on the District of Colambia, as the || 
| people of the District were deeply interested in the | 
| subject, and claimed to be heard upon it before | 

that committee. They considered that this would | 





| 














lay an annual tax upon all passengers travelling 
upon the road, which ought not to be made; but | 
if it was made, that some part of this emolument | 
should belong to them, as well as to the State of || 





Mr. McKIM said that the present bill was only || 





scribed to it $500,000, in consideration of which a 
tax of fifty cents was given to them. He could 
| not assent to the justice of the claims of the people 
| of the District to any portion of this tax, they not 

| having subscribed to it, and the road being through | 
| a very small portion of the District. 





} 


Mr. CHINN would not then discuss the right H 


of the matter; but he would insist that they hada || 
right to be heard upon the bill before their own || 
| committee. 

Mr. VINTON rose, not to object to the recom- | 
mitment of the bill, but to its being sent to the | 
District committee; and he contended that it should 
be sent to the Committee on Roads and Canals. | 

Mr. STODDERT said there were many consid- | 
erations of a purely local nature connected with | 
the bill, which made the Committee on the District 
the most appropriate one to send i: to. 


Mr. VINTON moved to recommit it to the Com- | 


mittee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. STODDERT remarked that the bill had || 


originally been reported from the Senate’s Com- 
mittee on the District. 
Mr. HEATH opposed both the motions to 
recommit, and advocated its immediate s 
After a few remarks from Mr. McKIM, the bill 
was recommitted to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 


A bill for the relief of John Hurtell; 


A bill granting certain allowance to officers of 
the marine corps; and 


A bill to establish a pension agency at Decatur, | 


in Alabama, and for other purposes, &c. 
Were severally read the third time, and passed. 





Department of 1834, coming up for its final pas- 


—— 

r. HORACE EVERETT said that the Com- 
mittee for Indian Affairs had instructed him to 
move that the bill should be recommitted to that 
committee, in order that they might examine it, 
and ascertain if there were any appropriations 
made for persons whose offices were not recog- 
nized by law. 

Mr. CLAY said, that from the accidental ab- 
sence of Mr. Pork, the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, who reported the bill, he 
was induced to move that its further consideration 


| should be postponed; which was agreed to. 


A bill for the relief of Colonel Coombs, after a 
few remarks from Messrs. CLAY, HARDIN, 
ELLSWORTH, EVANS, and McKENNAN, 
was also postponed. 

And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 23, 1834. 
A message was received from the House of 


| Representatives, by Mr. Feranauin, their clerk, 


asking a conference with the Senate on the dis- 
agreement of the two Houses relative to amend- 
ments in the appropriation bill. 

Mr. WEBSTER asked for the immediate con- 
sideration of the message. He intimated that 
there was no settled practice on the subject of 
conferences, and moved that the message be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WEBSTER asked permission, which was 
granted, to take up the bill making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year 1854; which was 
read a third time and passed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated the 
proceedings of a public meeting in Cincinnati, 


| Ohio, disapproving of the course of the Secretary 


of the Treasury in removing the public deposites, 
and asking their restoration to the Bank of the 
United States. 

The communication, on motionofMr. EWING, 
was read, and referred to the Comniittee on Fi- 
nance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BENTON read a letter from Benjamin 
Phillips, of New Albany, in Indiana, stating that 
he had made an improvement in the machinery of 
steamboats, so as to prevent accidents by the 
explosion of boilers, and intimating his wish to 
be summoned before the Committee on Naval 
on the subject. 
ENTON, was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, agreeably to notice, intro- 


| duced a bill for the relief of Charles R. Hand, of 
| Indiana. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, introduced a bill for the con- 
struction of certain roads in Arkansas. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of North Carolina, disapproving of the 
removal of the deposites, and asking their resto- 


\| ration to the Bank of the United States. Mr. M. 


took occasion to say that he knew many of the 


|| signers of thememorial. His personal knowledge 


enabled him to testify to their respectability and 
intelligence; that they resided in the centre of a 
dense pore, and that at least one half of them 
were fast friends of the Administration, and had 
supported it through good andthrough evil repor.. 
On motion of Mr. M. the memorial was referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. TIPTON gave notice that he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill to authorize the people of 
Michigan Territory to frame a constitution pre- 
paratory to being admitted into the Union. 

Mr. KANE introduced a bill to establish an 
additional land office in Illinois. 

Mr. TALLMADGE reported a bill for the 
relief of John H. Maguire. 

a ae of ~~ LINN, submitted yes- 
ter@ay, was taken u adopted. 

A number of bills, of a private nature, from the 
House of Representatives, were read a first and 
second time, and referred to the appropriate com- 
mittees. 





1834. 


——— 


Petitions were 





ented by Messrs. EWING, 
ROBBINS, and TYLER. 

The following resolutions were submitted, and 
lie over one day: 

By Mr. TI N: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office be directed to inform the Senate 
what progress has been made in connecting the 
surveys of the public lands with the line of demar- 
cation between the States of Indiana and Illinois, 
agreeably to the provisions of an act of Congress 
entitled ** An act authorizing the President of the 
United States to cause the public surveys to be 
connected with the line of demarcation between 
the States of Indiana and Illinois,’’ approved the 
24 March, 1833. 

By Mr. SHEPLEY: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform the Senate whether any and what evi- 
dence has been received by the department, show- 
ing that the beacon on Steele’s ledge, in Penob- 
scot bay, has been destroyed, and to furnish an 
estimate for its reconstruction or repair in such a 
manner that it may be secure. 


By Mr. TIPTON: 
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Congress to compel its recharter. That the bank 


could not fail to act thus followed as a neces- || 


sary consequence—a blow aimed at it must cause 
it to contract its muscles. But the true cause laid 
deeper. It was the dread and dismay produced 
by this blow, struck at high and emeh chartered 
rights. If anything, it was the reverence for 
chartered rights, such as shook the Whigs of 
England, which produced this state of things, and 


= 


ee 


the cries of the people may have an effect on | that committee was appointed and sent to investi- 


| gate, and what then was the action of the Govern- 
ment? There was nothing then like authorizing 
| the issuing of a scire jacias. But the purpose of 
jethe Government was not accomplished. Congress 
| had not done what the Executive wanted, and 
| when the report of the committee was adopted, 
| then this new proceeding was instituted. But 
| there were other circumstances of a still higher 


|| character, which would have produced this shock 


he hoped to show that, from the very inception of || upon the public mind. Mr. P. hoped to establish 


this object, it was a violation of high chartered 
rights. What was the first step and foundation- 


| the fact that not only had the charter been vio- 
| lated, but all the rights of the Government had 


stone of this proceeding? Why, the President of || been violated. The Executive had usurped both 


the United States, upon certain rumors, without | 
| knowing whether true or false, addresses a Jetter | 


| to the Government directors of the Bank of the 
United States requiring them to investigate and 
look into the proceedings of the bank, and expose 
them to him; a request which the President had 
| no right to make, and, when made, the directors 
had no right to communicate to him, even if he 
had the power. The mode of investigation is 
pointed out in the bank charter, and any other 
mode pursued is a violation of that charter. The 


| hands. 


| the judicial and legislative power, and was concen- 
| trating all the power of the Government in hisown 
Mr. P. put himself upon general posi- 


| tions. Had the bank failed to discharge its duty? 


\| Had a single cent been lost? Nothing of the kind 


| had been alleged. Both as a public and private 
| agent it had been perfectly honest and faithful. In 
| the performance of its public functions all would 
| bear witness to its capacity, fitness, and solvency 
| as such; and what do the stockholders say? Sir, 
| said Mr. P., at the commencement of these pro- 


eo | President supposes the Government directors are 
Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Gen- || the agents of the Government—not of the Gov- 


eral Land Office be directed to report to the Sen- | ernment, but of the President. But is this their 
ate what progress, if any, has been made in sur- || office? Are they placed there to act differently 
veying and preparing for sale the lands acquired | from the other directors? The charter provides 
by purchase from the Pottawatomie Indians, in || for the appointment of twenty-five directors; that 
the State of Indiana, and that he report the num- || establishes their character; and yet gentlemen as- 
ber of surveyors and deputy surveyors that have || sume that they are not directors in this sense, but 
been engaged in that work, with their names and 


|| ceedings, when all theseattacks and the disclosures 
|, consequent upon them had been made, the stock 

was at 128; his constituents, with an interest in 
| the institution amounting to five millions, after al! 
| these attacks, held their stock at 28 per cent. 
, advance. As the instrumant of private gain ail 
|| were satisfied with thebank. But all this was not 
|| necessary as regarded the assumption of power 





; that they have a higher power, to wit: to repre- || in the Executive. The radical error was that the 
residence. | sent the people of the United States, and not only || Executive had assumed penal powers over the 
By Mr. TIPTON: | that, but the President of the United States. Sir, || bank, as though there was no provision in the 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pubiic Lands || when the President addressed these directors, he | charter for this case. Is not this a penal power 


be requested to inquire into the expedicucy of re- | 


movin 
land district, composed of the States of Ohio and 
Indiana, and the Michigan Territory, to a point 
more convenient to the country now remaining to 
be surveyed than that at which said office is now 
kept, and that said committee also inquire into 


the expediency of allowing office rent to the sur- | 
veyor general, and of an appropriation to pur- || 


chase an iron chest for the safe-keeping of the 


— moneys received at the land office of La 
orte, Indiana. 


The Senate, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 
proceeded to the 


SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY, 
Being Mr. CLAY’S resolutions in reference to 
the removal of the deposites. 

Mr. PRESTON rose and said that the interest 
excited by this debate, and the feeling which had 
been produced in the country, was entirely dis- 
proportioned to what the mere abstraction of so 
much money from the Bank of the United States 
would produce. The cause of the deep interest 
excited was to be found elsewhere. hen the 
manner of removal and the principles which led 
to it were reflected on, surprise would vanish, 
and it would be found that the effects were not 
disproportioned. The Bank of the United States 
was the great incorporated credit of the United 
States, the great censorium of the United States, 
and consequently any blow which should be made 
on it must cause such a derangement of public 
affairs, especially if done iri the temper in which 
this was done. Such a shock upon the incorpo- 
rated wealth of the nation must drive the bank to 
seek its own protection. We were in the midst of 
most extraordinary circumstances, more extraor- 
dinary than any which have occurred in modern 
times. It was only the other day, since the last 
adjournment of Congress, that the country was in 
a most unparalleled state of prosperity, everything 
abundant, party heats subsiding, everything 
joyous, large crops and high prices for them; 
when at one moment there came a blow which 
instantly reversed the scene, depriving the hus- 
bandman and the manufacturer of the avails of 
their labor; and rousing up all the vindictive pas- 
sions of our nature. And all this referable to 
the act of the Executive of a republican Govern- 
ment. Gentlemen had said that another agent 
had been called in to produce this result, and that 
it was continuing it by the most nefarious means; 
that the Bank of the United States were making 
efforts to spread abroad calamity and wo, that 


the office of the surveyor general of the || 











mistook his power and their duty, and violated 
the charter of the United States Bank. But the 
President enjoined if upon those gentlemen to act 
| secretly; yes, gentlemen who were homogeneous 
| with the other directors were invested with secret 
| powers, to be exercised by secret means Could 
this strike the public mind favorably? The gen- 
tlemen were wrong thus to proceed. But having 
got into the bank, and having insinuated them- 
| selves by means of executive power behind the 
| counter, what did they do? By their own show- 
ing they prosecuted their investigations as far as 
| they were able; and the private accounts of indi- 
viduals have been exposed to the public gaze of 
_ the world by the agency of these directors. When 

the charter should be thus violated under the 
| sanction of the President, and by the officers of the 


| should revolt against the act? And when such 


them as they expected? The directors know, and 


mined to put it down; and when they found these 
feelings were to be indulged, they would have 


dence to them. Their highest duty was to the 
interest of the bank and the country, and then the 
stockholders; and if they found an antagonist in- 
terest seated at the board with them, were they to 


us your assistance; we trust the whole management 
of the bank to you. Sir, they were right to exclude 
them, and they did exclude them. The gentle- 
man -from Virginia [Mr. Rives} had argued that 





look into the manner of executing its affairs, and 
that, by the necessity of the case, the President 
could only look through them. But there were 
other modes prescribed by the charter, which 
ought to have been pursued ; the charter had 
pointed out the power and duty of the Secretary, 
and the power of the Executive in the inspection 
of the accounts of the bank was given with the 
utmost caution. Secrecy is esteemed, to a great 
extent, a necessary part of the existence of such a 
corporation, and in the power given there is aspe- 
cial reservation of the rights of individuals. But 
there was another circumstance fully adequate to 
produce this shock. When was this investigation 
instituted, and when did these rumors reach the 
| ears of the President? Hesays in one of his early 
| messages, that the only mode of investigation was 
| by Congress, through the medium of a committee; 





|| against as provided for in the charter? 


\| of 
| Government, was it surprising that public feeling ] 


was their conduct and such their motives, was it | 
surprising that the other directors did not treat || 


we know, that the President regarded the institu- || 
tion as an anomaly, denounced it, and was deter- || 


been worse than idiots to have given their confi- | 





say: Gentlemen, although you are enemies, give | 





which has been exercised? Look at the action of 
| the Executive; was it not to punish the bank for 


|| its delinquencies, and delinquencies, too, which, if 


| proved, are otherwise specially to be proceeded 
There was 
| not a charge adduced against the bank by any of 
| the gentlemen, a mode of punishment for which 
| was not pointed out in the charter; and the last 
clause in the charter guaranties a trial by jury in 

| the courts of law; this trial by jury was guarantied 
| to the bank in all questions involving the chartered 
| privileges. Why, then, did the Executive shrink 
| from the trial by jury, when, in but a little time, 
the truth might be winnowed from falsehood. 
| Why not now issue a scire facias? Why concen- 
| trate all these sacred powers in the marble palace 

the Executive? 

Mr. P. then contended that the connections of 
the United States with the bank were exclusively 

| fiscal in their character, to be superintended by 
the fiscal agent of the Government, and yet, not- 
withstanding this, he is taken up and endowed 
| with all the powers which are divided among all 
the branches of Government. The charter shows 

| that the whole is purely fiscal, and ought to be so 
| considered, but gentlemen contend for a penal 
i in the Secretary to punish at his pleasure. 
f this had been the design of Congress, the 
Attorney General, and not the Secretary, would 
| have been selected for that purpose. But the Sec- 
retary deserts his own department, and takes the 
position of the Attorney Genel and the courts of 
| the United States to pronounce sentence against 
the bank. Regarding this as the proceeding of the 
Executive, no man is aa safe in the country as 


r t F | before the assumption of this power. The courts 
the chief executive duty of the President was to || and the laws are superseded,and next will be the 





| jury, and next would be the habeas corpus act, 
that glorious palladium of both English and Amer- 
ican freedom, which had recently been so sig- 
nally exercised to the rescue of a free citizen from 
another executive assumption of power. 
Mr. P. being here interrupted by a noise in the 
gallery, the Vice President ordered them to be 
immediately cleared. 


Mr. POJNDEXTER rose and observed that as 
the trespass was very slight, he hoped there might 
be a xation of the rule for the present, and 
made a motion to that effect. — 


Mr. WEBSTER thought no motion necessary; 
that the Senate would always be disposed to sus- 
tain the President in preserving order; but as the 
violation was ver es respectfully suggested 
a relaxation of the rule in this instance. 
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" ‘The VICE PRESIDENT then countermanded | 











Mr. LAN E said that, should any apology be 


the order, but remarked that, on the slightest | considered necessary for trespassing upon the time 
violation hereafter, the rule would be strictly en- | of the House and the patience of its members, in 


forced. 


|, considering the principles involved in the resolu- 


Mr. PRESTON then resumed, and proceeded tion, that apology would be found in the import- 


for a few minutes, when he gave way; and 


| anve given to the subject by the people whom he 


Mr. POINDEXTER, at three o’clock, made a || had the honor in part to represent. 


motion for adjournment, but gave way to Mr. 
WEBSTER, who offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 


lay before the Senate the statements, so far as re- 


ceived at the my time, of the condition of the 
several State banks in which the public money ics 
deposited, 


Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee of Fi- 
nance, © whom was referred the message of the 
House of Representatives, received this morning, | 


made the following report: 

The Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution ** that the Hlouse of Repre- 
sentatives do ask a conference with the Senate on 


the subject-matter of the second amendment to the | 


disagreeing votes of the two Houses, on the bill 


(No. 36) entitled ‘ An act making appropriations | 
in part for the support of Government for the year 


1834,’’ have ha 
and now report: 

The Llouse requests a conference after the Sen- 
nte had adhered to its amendments, to which the 
House had previously disagreed. 
denied that the Senate has a right to refuse such 
conference, a case exactly similar having been so 
disposed of by the Senate in 1826, as will be seen 
by the extracts from its Journals, which are ap- 
pended to this report; but the committee think it 


the same under consideration, 


equally clear that such is not the usual and ordi- || 


nary mode of proceeding in cases of this kind. It 


is usually esteemed more respectful, and more con- | 


ducive to that good understanding and harmony 
of intercourse between the two Houses, which the 


public interest so strongly requires, to accede to | 


requests for conferences, even after an ok 
vote. Such conferences have long been regarde 

as the established and approved mode of seeking 
to bring about a final concurrence of judgment, in 
cases where the two Houses have differed; and the 
committee think it unwise either to depart from 
the practice altogether, or to abridge it, or decline 


to conform to it in cases such as these, in which it || d 
'ages of pay, upon a close calculation of dollars || 


has usually prevailed. It should only be, there- 

fore, as the committee think, in instances of a very 
eculiar character, that a free conference invited 

- the House, should be declined by the Senate. 


The committee recommend the adoption of the |/ 


following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Senate agree to the confer- 


ence proposed by the House of Representatives, | 
upon the subject-matter of the disagreeing votes of | 


the two Llouses, on the said amendment, and that 
four managers be chosen to manage the said con- 
ference an the part of the Senate. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspay, January 23, 1834. 

Various private bills were reported for the relief 
of individuals, from some of the standing commit- 
lees. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from a select committee, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the report of the board of officers 
relative to the militia, a document from the War 
Department, accompanying the President’s mes- 
sage to Congreas at the commencement of the sec- 
ond session of the 19th Congress, be printed for 
the use of the House. 


THE PENSION LAWS. 


The order of the day was then declared to be 
the resolution of Mr. CHILTON, to appoint a 
select committee to inquire into the expediency of 
s0 extending the general pension law, as to em- 
brace within its provisions those persons who were 
engaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 
1794, and the amendment of it by Mr. BOULDIN, 
to appoint a committee to inquire into the moral 
effects of the pension system upon the comma- 


It cannot be || 





|| For the few patriots, affected by this resolution, 
| who yet linger among us, there is but one feeling 
|| and but one opinion. We efertain a lively and 
|| respectful recollection of their services, and a 
|| strong desire to relieve their wants by a nation’s 
|, gratitude. 

|| This being the object of the resolution, it was 
|| expected that it would be permitted to take the 
| usual course, unobstructed by amendments, and 
| unopposed by objections. This we had a right 
| to anticipate, from respect to the wishes of the 
|| western people, and to the persons sought to be 
t relieved, if not as a matter of courtesy to the 
] western delegation. 

|| Sach has not been the good fortune of the reso- 
lution. On the contrary, it has been resisted at 
| the threshold. An attempt is made, not only to 
alter its character entirely, and prevent all inquiry, 
but to dash from the statute-book the pension 
laws—from the pension list, the names of all the 
wounded and war-worn soldiers of the Revolution, 
/and to stamp the National Legislature with folly, 
‘arid the Republic with ingratitude. 

All this is sought to be done upon the extraordi- 
nary discovery made by the honorable gentleman 
| from Virginia, [Mr. Bouxvin,] that the practice of 

nations to reward individuals for perilous and im- 
portant services to the public, is founded in a prin- 
ciple immoral, corrupt, and corrupting. 

The honorable gentleman from North Carolina, 

(Mr. Wixuiams,] has urged an objection of a very 
different complexion; that the resolution sought 
| to place the soldiers of the West, for services per- 
| formed since the Revolution, on an equality with 
those of the Revolution, whom we had supposed a 
|| distinct class, more elevated and meritorious than 
"— others. 


other objections, equally extraordinary and infi- 
'nitely more novel: That pensions have been 
| granted to officers and soldiers of the Revolution, 
|! notasa mark of national gratitude, not as a reward 
for eminent services, but in the character of arrear- 


| and cents, showing the exact difference between 
| the payments received in a depreciated and a sound 
| currency. That if any such war as spoken of by 
western gentlemen ever existed, it was a private, 
not a public war. That if any claim existed it 
was upon individual, not national gratitude. That 
they had been paid in the acquisition of land for 
themselves and children. That it was uncertain 
| whether the white man or the Indian was the 
aggressor. ‘That it could not be known whether 
| they fought for defence or private revenge. That 
they were not enlisted, drafied, nor regularly entered 
| into the public service. 
| The honorable gentleman from South Carolina, 
to whom he had heretofore listened with pleasure, 
has still graver objections; objections which, if 
correct, would render the resolution fearfully dan- 
gerous. He declares all pensicn laws unequal, 
and therefore unjust; that they are calculated to 
' substitute indolence for industry and enterprise; 
| that they swell the patronage of the Government, 
| and tend to demoralize the people; and this at the 
expense of the South. 
| These, Mr.S eaker, (continued Mr. Lane,) are 
substantially, if not literally, the objections urged 
against the original resolution, and in favor of the 
‘amendment. That they proceed from opinions 
honestly entertained, I have no doubt; | will go fur- 
ther, and concede the point, that if any portion of 
these objections be well taken, the resolution ought 
| not to pass. On the contrary, if metand answered, 
| @ large majority may be expected to support it. 
For that purpose, (said Mr. Lang,) I throw 
myself upon the indulgence of this House, and 
respectfully request the kind attention of its mem- 
bers while | briefly examine the several objections. 








the pension system upon the individual pensioners 
| he first considered. That such was the effect will 


nity, and how far it ought to be abolished or re- || not be admitted by those who consider that these 


pealed, 


owe oe nn ee a7 ore 


| pensioners are from seventy to ninety years of age 


E. 
|| before the aid of the Governm 
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he gentleman from Rhode Island has urged || 











Those who asserted the corrupting tendency of ; 








ore the aid of the Government is extended to 
them. Are such men to be corrupted by a com- 
fortable provision in their declining years? Are 
their habits to be demoralized by receiving a mer- 
ited reward for their services?. Such men are too 
old to learn new vices, even if they were as morally 
degraded as the gentleman’s objection seems ty 
im)ty. But this peers is inapplicable and 
unjust, The high character of the great body of 
those proposed to be relieved renders it unneces- 
sary to answer the objection. The eminent ser- 
vices of their earlier years, and the old age, given 
only to good habits, are certain safeguards against 
corruption, even if such an effect was seriously 
apprehended. 

e same answer (continued Mr. L.) may be 
given to the charge that the pension system tends 
to substitute cateiaben for industry and enterprise, 
and to make pensioners a burden on society. 
What energy or enterprise can be expected from 
men of eighty? What indolence fostered ? 

Is energy checked and indolence nourished b 
rewarding services which oe the highest de- 
gree of active exertions? ill the provision for 
their declining years render them a burden to so- 
ciety? Without it many might, indeed, be thrown 
upon the charity of the community, and be forced 
to the wretched necessity of begging alms from 
door to door. It is the usage of all nations to re- 
ward those who peril their lives in the service of 
their country, either by civil honors or pecuniary 
compensations, Yet he would not rest wholly on 
precedent and practice, which are often at variance 
with correct principles of action. The wars of 
other nations are generally caused by the passions 
or interests of those who have the direction of the 
Government. The caprice of a single ruler has 
been too often the cause of national ruin. The 
people might well object to pensioning the hirelings 
who had been the wilbng tools of sucharuler. But 


our wars have been of a very different character. 


They have been deemed necessary by the people 
either to acquire their independence or to secure its 
enjoyment. The people themselves dictate the 
war, and come forward to carry iton. The services 
were performed for the public, and havea far higher 


| value because they secure far more important 


rights than the military services in any other coun- 
try. Petty rivalry, ambition of conquest, the de- 
sire to set up or pull down a particular dynasty, 
or motives still more paltry, are the usual causes 
of ordinary wars. But with us our liberties, our 


| republican existence, or sheer self-defence, are the 


only sufficient causes of war. To the public the 
service has been rendered, and by the public it 


| should berewarded. The same good faith of moral 


obligation binds the Government and the individ- 
ual—if service is done to repay; if a benefit is se- 
cured or obtained, to be grateful to him whose 
exertions have effected it. The same principle is 
binding on all. The only proper difference of opin- 


| ion is as to the manner in which it shall be applied. 


Fortunately the laws already made furnish a 
plain and excellent rule to direct us in the applica- 
tion. The invalid pensioners are provided for in 
the first instance, and the compensation given pro- 
portioned to the amount of disability. To others 
who served during the same period, until old age 
had disabled them from auppiving shelx own wants, 
and then it is that the debt owed by the public may 
be paid with benefit to the veteran survivors and 
with honor to the Government. 

This (Mr. L, said) he believed to be the true 
principle of our pension system. By accident or 
design the several laws made and p to be 
made, fixed forty years as the time which should 
elapse after the service was performed before the 
pension was granted. 

This principle was applicable alike to the soldiers 
of the West and the soldiers of the Revolution. In 
a few months it will be forty years since the last 
services were performed for which com tion is 
claimed by this resolution. And I hope it will be 
as cheerfully granted. As tothe objection that 
agrees ! are granted as arrearages 
of pay—as difference between payments made in 


| a depreciated and a sound currency, a moment’s 


consideration proves its utter inapplicability. 
By the law, those who served two years are on 


a par with those who served seven, and receive 
equal amounts. The man who dies before the 
pension law passes receives nothing. He who 








dies in one year, receives one tenth as much as he 
who lives ten years. 

The nice calculations of the gentleman from 
Rhode Island would show that the compensation 
should be equal to all; for surely, the dying a few 
days earlier or latercannotalter the so-much-talked- 
of difference between a depreciated and a sound 
currency. It is obvious that the fancied rule of 
the gentleman has no a The true prin- 
ciple unquestionably is that which has been stated. 
The same principle runs throughout all our pen- 
sion laws, and applies to invalid pensioners, and 
to those whom age has disabled from exertion. 
The provision is proportioned, in every class of 

nsioners, to his inability to supply his wants. 

hen forty years have elapsed, Government 
kindly steps in to supply the place of those ener- 
gies which were exerted and exhausted in its 
service. The time has now come to apply this 
principle to those who fought in the Indian wars, 
previous to the treaty of Grenville, in 1794. 

But gentlemen say that we exhaust the Treas- 
ury, that we tax the South to sustain the pension- 
ers. The number of revolutionary pensioners is 
at the highest 35,000. One half of these in ten 
years will be no more; three fourths in fifteen 
ro and in twenty years all will probably have 
died. 

Those now claiming will not amount to more 
than fifteen hundred, and their number will rap- 
idly diminish. The whole amount of expend- 
iture for pensions will be increased, during the 
first year after the proposed law passes; but will 
thenceforward rapidly decline, and before the 
period shall arrive for applying the same princi- 
ple to the soldiers of the last war, the pension 
list will contain the names of no revolutionary 
pensioners. 

It has been said, [by Mr. Borers] continued 
Mr. L., that these Indian wars were private, not 
public. I must confess my inability to compre- 
hend this distinction. If regular lines, constant | 
hostilities, alternate defeats and successes, large | 
numbers killed and — advantages secured by | 
a definitive treaty of peace, be distinctive marks 
of public war, these were public. Will the gen- | 
tleman say that the campaigns of Harmar, St. 
Clair, and Wayne, were the incursions of a pri- 
vate war? 

Mr. L. said he had listened with great regret to 
the remarks made by the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Harpin] as to the conduct 
of General St. Clair, at Ticonde , and in his 
western campaign. The misapprehension of his | 
character and conduct was so general that he 
begged to place it before the public. 

On no man has the ingratitude of his country 
fallen so heavily and sounjustly. The Revolution 
found him wealthy, and with every prospect of 
advancement that his aristocratic connexions and 
individual abilities could present. 

He embraced the cause of his country, cast off 
the ties which bound him to his mother country, 
and placed his property and himself at the dis- 

1 of the new Government. Throughout the 
evolution, distinguished for his abilities, but still 
more for the Saat his character, he 
was the intimate friend of Washington, and his 
house was the home of Lafayette. As President 
of Congress, as Governor of the Western Terri- 
tory, with powers and responsibilities almost un- 
limited, he was still the same chivalric and capable 
officer. Well may it be said of him, that his mis- 
fortunes were his only faults—them alone it is 
necessary to explain, and heavy is the debt that 
public opinion owes to his memory. 
_ The evacuation of Ticonderoga was wakened 
into a fault by the subsequent defeat at the West. 
In the long interval he had received the strongest 
proofs of public confidence. It is true that the | 
evacuation of the work was condemned in the gen- 
eral opinion. The public are too ready to impute 
calamities to the malconduct of individuals, when 





in truth the cause is found in their failure to fur- 
nish the proper means, 
The defence of Ti was impossible 


with the foree under General St. Clair. The 
evacuation saved the garrison, and enabled them 
to jom the main army, and thereby secured the 
surrender of Burgoyne. Mr. Lane then read the 
rd extracts—(Wilkinson’s Memoirs, p. 





Extract from a letter dated Mape’s Creek, July 
28, 1777: 

** Believe me, sir, if virtue or justice have exist- 
‘ence, the man (General St. Clair) who stands 
* condemned for retreating from Ticonderoga will 
‘ ere long be thanked for the salvation of 3,000 men, 
‘ who, instead of being in captivity are now opposing 
‘ the enemy.”” 

Again, page 216, General Wilkinson says: 

oy shall ever believe that General St. Clair, by 
‘the abandonment of Ticonderoga, laid the founda- 
‘ tion of our good fortune in the convention at Sara- 
‘toga.’ 

The court-martial which inquired into the con- 
| duct of General St. Clair, and of which Major 
| General Lincoln was president, found as follows: 

‘« That havirez duly considered the charges pre- 
‘ferred against Major General St. Clair, (in refer- 
* ence to the evacuation of Ticonderoga,) and the 
‘ evidence, are UNANIMOUSLY Of opinion that he is 
* not guilty of either or any of them, and do unani- 
| *mously acquit him of all and every of them with 
| ‘the HIGHEST HONOR, 

‘© B. LINCOLN, President, 
and Major General.”’ 


Mr. Lane read extracts from Marshall’s Life 
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‘spect, be imputed to his conduct, either at any 
‘ time before or during the action; but that as his 
* conduct in all the preparatory arrangements was 
‘ marked with peculiar ability and zeal, so his con- 
‘duct during the action furnished strong testimo- 
‘nies of his coolness and intrepidity. - 

‘« The committee suggest as reasons for leaving 
‘ the numbers of troops, at particular periods, and 
* the dates of some facts blank, the want of suffi- 
‘ cient time to complete the report with minuteness, 
‘and in some instances the want of a necessary 
‘ evidence.”’ 

** 7th November, 1792.—Committed to a Com- 
‘ mittee of the Whole Flouse on Wednesday next. 
* 14th November, 1792.—Committee of the Whole 
‘ House discharged, and report recommitted to a 
* selectcommittee. 15th February, 1793.—Amend- 
‘atory report made, stronger in its character and 
‘ more highly complimentary to General St.Clair.’’ 

The history of General St. Clair is a humil- 
iating lesson of injustice and ingratitude. One of 
the ablest and best of all our public men—his ser- 
vices important and long-continued, his character 
above suspicion, his fortune and his life spent in 
the public service, and all this could only procure 
him contemptuous disregard of just claims while 
he lived, and the mockery of scorn after a death in 


of Washington, corroborating the correctness of || indigence and sorrow had relieved him from the 


General St. Clair’s conduct, and giving the rea- 
sons for the act, showing that it was unavoidable, 
| was done with the approbation of a council ot 
| war, and was productive of the happiest conse- 
| quences. 

Mr. Lane quoted extracts to the same effect 
from Ramsay’s History: ‘‘ Subsequent events 


| 


| 








weight of a nation’s ingratitude. 

Mr. L. said he was sure that the honorable 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Harpin]} was not 
aware of these facts. He felt sure that had that 
gentleman known, as he knew, the descendanta 
of that distinguished man, respect for them would 
have prevented him from wounding his memory. 


| § clearly proved the wisdom and propriety of the re- | General St. Clair, unfortunate in all things else, 


| ‘treat from Ticonderoga.’’—Vol. 2, p. 35. 


Mr. L. remarked that all concurrent testimony 
clearly showed that this was an aet characterized 
| by General St. Clair’s usual sagacity, and one 
| which entitled him to gratitude, not censure. 
life of useful and eminent service, and withered in 
‘the public estimation a reputation more nearly 
‘allied in purity, ability, and common achieve- 
| ments with those of Washington and Lafayette, 
| than that of any other man, has been eyually mis- 
| represented, equally misunderstood. Mr. L. said 
| he would not detain the House by an examination 
| of the circamstances connected with St. Clair’s 
| defeat. {[t need only be remembered that he was 
| stricken in years; that public opinion inconsider- 
| ately and most unjustly decided against him; that 
| the then Secretary of Ww 
| the defeat was mainly owing, endeavored to cast 
the whole blame on General St. Clair. 


and at its head was Giles, one of Virginia’s most 
| distinguished sons. After a full and careful in- 
| vestigation, that committee made the report which 
I hold in my hand. The Secretary of War, on 
whom the blame was by this report justly thrown, 
obtained a reéxamination, the result of which was 
| alike complimentary to General St. Clair, and con- 
demnatory of himself. 

Mr. Lane then read the following extract from the 
report of a committee made on the 8th of May, 
1792, on the causes of failure of the expedition 
under Major General St. Clair: 

‘* From the foregoing state of facts the commit- 
‘ tee suggest the Spee as the principal causes, 
‘ in their opinion, of the failure of the late expedi- 
‘ tion under Major General St. Clair: 

‘The delay in furnishing the materials and es- 
‘ timates for, and in passing the act for the protec- 
‘ tion of the frontiers; the time after the passing of 
‘ which was hardly sufficient to complete and dis- 
‘ cipline an army for such an expedition during 
‘ summer months of the same year. 

«‘ The delays consequent upon the gross and va- 
‘rious mismanagements and neglects in the quar- 
‘termaster’s and contractor’s departments; the 
‘ lateness of the season at which the expedition 
‘ was undertaken, the green forage having been 
‘ previously destroyed by the frost, so that a suffi- 
‘ ciency of subsistence for the horses necessary for 
‘ the army could not be . 

‘‘ The want of discipline and experience in the 
‘ troops. 

* The committee conceive it but justice to the 
‘commander-in-chief to say that, in their opinion, 
‘ the failure of the late expedition can, in no re- 











ar, to whose misconduct | 


The ex- | 
amination was made by acommittee of this House, | 





has the rare merit of being truly represented in 
integrity and ability by his posterity. To them 
this country owes a heavy debt of reparation. 


|| But there is in my eye an honorable gentleman 





} 


s 
| 


| 





|| (Mr. Denny, of Pennsylvania] who can, far 
The other misfortune which has blighted a long || 


better than myself, tell 
ingratitude. 

Mr. L. then proceeded to answer the objection 
that the law peepee and pension laws generally, 
conferred benefits on the worthless. This, he 
said, was an abuse in the administration of the 


e tale of injustice and 


'| public bounty, and required to be vigilantly guarded 


against. But the perjury of afew imposters should 
not be allowed to militate against the legitimacy 
of the provision. It should not be allowed to de- 
prive the really deserving of the recompense to 
which they are fairly entitled. Such an argament 
will apply to every possible law. Yet surely the 
fear of abuse is not a sufficient argument against 
an equitable law. 

r. L. was obliged here to break off abruptly, 
to observe the order of the day.] 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of 
aysand Means, the question being on theamend- 
ment submitted by Mr. Jonzs, as an amendment 
to that previously submitted by Mr. McDourrie, 
viz: to add to the motion for reference the follow- 
ing instructions to that committee: ‘‘ Inquire into 

the expediency of depositing the revenue hereafter 
‘collected in the State banks, in the different 
‘ States where the same is collected, in proportion 
‘te their respective — paid in, and to pre- 
‘scribe the terms on which the same shail be de- 
‘ posited; and to report by bill or otherwise.’’ 


Mr. HUNTINGTON having the floor from the 
previous day, rose and called for the reading of 
the two resolutions submitted tothe House. After 
which, he said that no question of more thrilling 
interest had been brought before them since the 
adoption of the Constitution. It was not so much 
a matter of local importance, or of some thousand 
dollars, but one in which the interests of the whole 
country were ; which affected the value 
and security of all property, of all labor, and the 
currency of the country so rauch, that that person 
who supposed that the recent measures could pass’ 
off without injury, must, in his opinion, prove 
himself the smallest of all politicians. Hie, there- 
fore, was glad that the resolution submitted by the 
member from South Cerolina (Mr. McDvrriz] 
had been presented in a form by which the subject 
in all its bearings could have a full discussion; a 





discussion, too, which was due to the House, the 
character and private faith of the nation, and, 
above ail, due to the citizens of this entire com- 
munity, who would thus have an opportunity of 
seeing for themselves the existing state of things, 
know the causes thereof, and what was the eae 
to be applied. He would ask the House to loo 
to the nature of the two propositions before them. 
One was that the public money was hereafter to | 
be lodged in the Bank of the United States; and 
what sort of a bank was that? Why, it was 
a bank, the control over which by the people, 
through guardians appointed by themselves, was 
greater than was permitted to any monarch in 
Europe over such institutions; it was a bank whose | 
resources were ample to meet all the demands 
that could be made upon it, and which was so 
constituted as to be under every proper and neces- 
sary check by the executive, the legislative, and 
the judiciary, who could, in their respective ca- 
pacities, if they saw fit, bring it before the tribu- 
nals of the country, take away its corporate rights, 
or examine into its condition. This was the insti- 
tution which was proposed by the resolution of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, whilst they 
should also ask themselves what was the condi- 
tion, in all respects, of the State banks, which 
was proposed by the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia as a safe depository for the public money. 
Were not these State banks altogether independ- 
ent of the same control? And what dependence 
had they to enforce the performance of the duties 
which must necessarily be required from them? 
What had they but a simple contract, the very 
enforcement of which depended on the will of the 
party making it, upon the will of a Secretary who 
will not allow that the House has any control in 
removing the public money? 

The subject now, therefore, at issue was,whether 
that public money would be placed where it was 
safe, and where it was subject to their control; or 
have it in those places where the House could not 
have any control but that which he had already 
described. He disclaimed altogether her being 
actuated by private or political motives in this dis- 
cussion; for it was a subject he felt to be far above 
euch considerations, and he trusted that the House, 
in coming to a decision upon it, would not decide 
it as a mere party question, but as one affecting all 
the great interests of the country, which by their 
oaths they.had bound themselves to maintain. The 
honorable gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Pork] 
had stated that this question was presented in the 
shape of an issue between the Government and the 
bank; he, however, would take leave to differ from 
him in this opinion, as to who were the parties in 
the contest. If that gentleman meant by the term 
Government, the Treasury, he might be correct, 
but if he meant the Government, as it was under- 
stood by freemen, to be composed of other tribu- 
nals, the executive along with the legislative and 
judicial departments, they could not be considered 
as the parties; for so far as they could act they 
ad decided by their vote that the public money 
had been placed where it ought to be. The gentle- 
man was equally in error when he supposed the 
bank was the other party. No. Their interest in 
the question dwindled into insignificance when 
compared with the interest of the people, and the 
contesi was rather one between the Treasury De- 
partment and the people of thecountry. The bank 
was but a mere cipher in the controversy; and the 
result must fall upon the people. He considered 
that our condition for three years past, and up to 
the removal of the deposites, was a period of un- 
paralleled quiet, ease, and prosperity to the coun- 
try, in which every class had full employment 
given them, the laborer, mechanic, farmer, as well 
as the professional man; whilst the Bank of the 
United States had regulated the machinery by 
which these various interests were upheld and 
kept in order. And this they were enabled to do 
by preventing the State banks from over-issues; by 
keeping down the rates of foreign exchange, and 
thus in preventing an exportation of specie, they 
had equalized the currency, giving health and 
soundness to it to such a degree as never before 
existed in any country, and which called forth 
thanksgiving to the beneficent Author of all mercies 
for such a state of things. What was it now, how- 
ever, and how sad the contrast! What was the 
condition of every large city? And this was a ques- 
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So far as regarded the state of the cities, was it not 
well known—for the sufferings of these communi- 
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tion which came home to the humblest individual. much exceed the amount in 1833. The state 


in ment, 
that the commercial facilities afforded by the 


branch bank at New Orleans had been diminished, 


ties could not be concealed—that the whole course || was untrue. The purchase of bills on the north- 


of mercantile operations was wholly suspended; 


that every channel of industry was choked up; | 


that there appeared to be a perfect paralysis upon 
all business. No new contracts were now making, 
for the currency was in so disordered a state, 
money could not be obtained. It had been said 
by the member from New York that all this had 
proceeded from a spirit of hostility displayed by 
the bank to the Government; but this was not the 
true cause; and he argued at length to show that 
there had been a depression in foreign exchange 
from four per cent. premium, to a discount of a half 
or one per cent. for cash; that there was a complete 
stoppage to the sale of all produce, and that money 
had become so scarce as to produce offers for it in 
| New York, on good security, as high as 18 per 
| cent. Stocks of all kinds had fallen. Foreign 


United States done formerly so large a portion of 
the business, was at so low an ebb that State bank 
notes west of Albany were at a discount of a half 
to two per cent.; whilst bills of exchange on the 
| southern and western cities were wholly unsale- 
|able. If this, then, was the true picture of their 
| condition, did it not follow that these evils must 
| increase, unless there was a timely remedy applied, 
and that the local banks must be driven to one of 
two alternatives, either to hazard their stock, by 
further curtailments of loans, or to a suspension 
of specie payments. He contended that, from the 
pressure, the local banks would not be enabled to 
collect in their debts much longer, the result of 
which must be to create a panic as to their own 
stability, which, once raised, they might as well 
attempt to resist, as to stem the torrent of Niagara. 
The cord had been tightened so long, and the pres- 
sure so felt by the State banks at its ultimate point 
of tension, that it must snap at last, and, in the 
| end, the Bank of the United States, whose resources 


had been so underrated, would be found to ride 
out the storm. He disclaimed the idea of repre- 
senting the State banks as unsound; but-he could 





not be blind to what he honestly believed must be 
the result to those institutions, if there was not 
some strong efforts made to replace the currency 
as it was, and this could now be only effected by 
the success of the motion submitted by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina. 

Mr. H. then adverted to the statement in the 
Secretary’s report, that the curtailments of the 
Bank of the United States had been, in the months 
of September and October, upwards of four mil- 
lions, whilst, in the sane months, there had been 
an increase of the public deposites of more than 
two, which theSecretary had made achargeagainst 
the institution as having withdrawn six millions 
from the business of the country. But he would 
show that the bank had not madeany unusual cur- 
tailment. And, further, that the Secretary must 
have known that they did not, nor had they evinced 
any intention of contracting their loans. This was 
to be proved by referring to the bank’s correspond- 
ing statement in 1832, where it would appear that 
the reduction of that time was $249,000 more than 
that of 1833. So he inferred the reduction was made 
in the natural course of banking operation, and not 
from a design, as charged upon the bank, of cre- 
ating a pressure for ulterior purposes; and heasked, 
could such a reduction, at this period, be fairly 
considered as made with the intention of distress- 
ing the community, when it appeared that in these 
months the bank had been previously accustomed 
to make them? The bank, he said, regularly fur- 
nished their accounts to the Treasury,and although 
he would not impute motives, or act upon them, 
except so far as they had been disclosed, yet he 
could not help feeling some surprise that, with the 
knowledge that this reduction was not unusual 
on the part of the bank during these months, the 
Secretary could have come to the conclusion that 
he was warranted in taking the steps he did, with 
a view, as he alleged, to remedy the pressure com- 
plained of on the part of the community. 
| Mr. H. wentinto some statements to show that 

the bank had not made any great reduction of its 
discounts in 1833, and that the amount of bilis 
| discounted and facilities afforded in 1832 did not 


commerce was annihilated, and the domestic ex- || 
changes of the country, in which the Bank of the || public. 


| 


ern cities in preference to those on the western 
cities by that branch had the effect, and was in- 
tended to have the effect, of benefiting the agricul- 
tural interests of the Southwest. From ofiicial 
documents he attempted to show that the course 
of the bank had not occasioned the distress, and 
he would go on to show what was the cause. It 
was the unwise and unwarrantable hostility waged 
against the Bank of the United States by the Gov- 
ernment. A systematic attempt, as we all knew, 
had (he said) been made to villify and slander the 
directors of the bank, and impair the credit and 
character of the institution. The course of pro- 
ceeding had brought the country to its present state 
of embarrassment and distress. The country, he 
believed, would have sustained the bank so long 
as its administration was conducted faithfully in 
regard to the interests of the stockholders and the 
But the bank had to contend with the 
hostility of the Government and the slanders of 
the press. The time chosen for the removal of the 
deposites was such as to render it necessary for 
the bank to curtail its accommodations to the com- 
munity to a greater extent than would have been 
necessary at any other period. It had been often 
said that the mere withdrawal of eight millions 
could not produce the effect which had been expe- 
rienced. If the bank had been required to pay 
that sum of money for the use of the United States 
Bank, no such injurious consequences would have 
been realized. He would tell us in what way the 
removal of the deposites produced these results. 
It was by breaking up the relations of amity and 
confidence between the Government and the Bank 
of the United States. We feel great distress, and 
we apprehend greater. Can we apply a remedy? 
He thought we could. A proper and adequate 
remedy was, in his opinion, to restore the depos- 
ites, to restore confidence, and to restore amity 
between the bank and the Government. Could 
the local banks provide a safe, sound circulating 
medium? Could they facilitate exchanges between 
different parts of this widely-extended country? 
Couid they restore the country to its former healthy 
and prosperous condition? If they could, it must 
be by their notes. But we know that their notes 
are not current beyond their own immediate vicin- 
ity. He appealed to former experience to show 
that the local bank paper could not afford a gen- 
eral and uniform circulating medium, You can’t 
get the intelligent bank directors in New York to 
take the paper of distant local banks. The Gov- 
ernment deposites, instead of strengthening, weak- 
ened the local banks, because their notes were not 
equivalent to coin. Hedoubted whether even the 
sound banks in the city of New York would afford 
any facilities to exchange. Suppose those banks 
authorize drafts upon them from the western 
towns, who is to buy them? Not the local west- 
ern banks. But the branches of the United States 
Bank purchased drafis to an immense amount in 
those places upon New York, Fifty millions in 
specie would not give to the western States the 
facilities to exchange with the North which were 
afforded to them by the United States Bank. He 
had thus given a general view of the nature, cause, 
and remedy of the present distress. It remained 
to inquire whether this remedy should be applied 
by Congress. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON here yielded the floor, 
without conclading, to 

Mr. GORHAM, on whose motion the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fraupay, January 24, 1834. 

On motion of Mr.WEBSTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the report of the 
Committee on Finance, on the subject of a con- 
ference of the two Houses of Congress, on their 
aenenes upon the amendment to the appro- 


nMr. WEBST ER moved to strike out the num- 
‘our, and insert three managers on the part o 
the Senate; which amendment was agreed to, and 
the resolution was adopted. 
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The Senate then proceeded to ballot for mana- | question now before the Senate, no gentleman de- | 


ers, when Mr. Wenster, Mr. Poinpexrer, and 
r. PorTER, were chosen. 


Mr. KANE, in pursuance of notice given yes- | 
terday, introduced a bill for the establishment of 
an additional land office in the State of Illinois; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of the trus- 
tees of Alleghany College, in Pennsylvania; which | 
was so ordered. ‘ 

Mr. POLN DEXTER, from the same committee, 
also requested to be discharged from the further | 
consideration of the memorial of the Legislature || 
of Missouri relative to land districts. ‘The report || 
of the committee, on motion of Mr. P., was laid | 
upon the table. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, || 
moved the indefinite postponement of the bill for | 
the relief of Joseph Tiff, of Arkansas; which was | 
agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER gave notice that he should, | 
on Monday next, ask leave to introduce a bill for | 
the relief of the town of Washington, in Arkan- | 


sas. 

Mr.ROBINSON presented the petition of James 
Adams; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of John Webber. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. 
TIPTON and SHEPLEY were adopted; that of | 
Mr. WEBSTER, upon his own motion, was laid 
upon the table. 


The following bills, from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, were read a first and second time, and | 
committed: 

A bill for the relief of the officers of the Navy | 
and the marine corps 

A bill for the relief of the widows of persons 
slain in public or private armed vessels; 

A bill providing for the appointment of a pen- | 
sion agent, to reside at Decatur, in Alabama; 

A bill for the relief of George K. Jackson; 

A bill for the relief of John Yancey; 

A bill for the relief of Asa Hartfield. 


Mr. WILKINS said that he held in his hand a 
petition of a man who had devoted a long life in | 
doing good, in pouring the healing balm upon the | 
wounded soul, but who had also turned his atten- | 
tion to relieving the bodily complaints of his fellow | 
men, by inventing a valuable medicine. He had 
secured a patent for his physic, and the period | 
prescribed by law which secured to him the ad- | 
vantages of his invention was about to expire, | 
without the profits having been anything like ad- 
equate to his just expectations. To use the lan- 
guage of the petitioner, the patentee had not made | 
money enough to enable ‘‘ one hand to wash the | 
other.’’ The petition is signed by Lorenzo Dow. 

Mr. WILKINS moved that it be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary; which was or- 
dered. 

Mr. POINDEXTER submitted a motion that 
when the Senate adjourns, it will adjourn over to 
Monday next. 

Mr. WEBSTER hoped the gentleman would | 
not persist in his motion. The business of the 
Senate was of engrossing interest, and he would 
suggest to postpone the special order of to-day till 
Monday, and meet to-morrow for the purpose of 
considering and deciding on the other resolution, 
submitted by the gentleman from Kentucky, (rel- 
ative to extending the time of payment upon reve- 
nue Sei 

Mr. POINDEXTER replied that the reasons 
for this motion were, that an important subject, 
the inquiry into the right of the sitting member 
from Rh e Island to his seat here, was before a 
committee of investigation. The papers to be ex- 
amined by the committee were very voluminous, 
and the gentleman opposed to the sitting member 
desired that a long written argument might be read 
before the committee, and the sitting member also 
desired to be heard. The committee could not sit 
during the séssions of the Senate without permis- 
sion; and during the discussion of the important 

















sired to be absent from his seat. But as it seemed 
to be the wish of gentlemen that the discussion 
upon the resolution of the gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky should proceed, he would withdraw his 
motion, and leave the investigation for another | 


ay. 

Mr. P. observed, that on the 19th of December | 
last, he had submitted a resolution which had been | 
adopted, calling for information from the Secretary | 
of the Treasury relative to the public lands; no | 
communication had been made by the department, | 
and the information called for was important. He | 


|| knew not why this delay had occurred. 


Mr. P. then submitted the following resolution: | 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 


{| 


= 


settled for her than under the auspices of the gen-: 
tleman from Kentucky, by whose assistance it 
was settled. 

Mr. PRESTON replied, that when the compro- 
mise bill was pending, it was not thought as good 
as the South could have wished or expected. But 
until it was expected to pass he never heard that 
| the Administration intended to give them a better 

bill than the tariff of "32. Thenhedid. But he 
never heard any proposition of a modified tariff 
till the compromise bill was introduced. 
| Mr. FORSYTH made the remarks just offered 
| in justification of the President. As to his (Mr. 
I’.’s) course upon the compromise bill, he ob- 


|| served that the final question on the bill was sua- 


| pended till the action of the other House was had; 


directed to communicate to the Senate the causes, || and then it was admitted that the ground he had 
if any, which have prevented an answer toa reso- || taken was correct. In reference to the President 
lution of the Senate of the 19th day of December | he would only say, that his opening message to 
last, calling for certain information in relation to |, Congress, at the period alluded to, was hailed by 


|| there was not time to proceed to the discussion of 
the other resolution offered by the Senator from || 


the public lands. 


Mr. P. asked its consideration at this time, but 
it being objected to in a few explanatory remarks 
by Mr. FORSYTH, the resolution lies on the 
table one day, according to rule, 

The following bills were read a third time and | 

assed: 

A bill for the relief of Weorge H. Jenning; 

A bill for the relief of James ii. Brewer; 

A bill for the relief of the executor of James | 
Deball; 

A bill for the relief of Peregrine Gardner; 

A bill for the relief of Edward Willet; 

A bill for the relief of Russel Hunt, David Hunt, 
and Amos Hunt. 








i 
| 


The following bills were considered in Com- || 


mittee of the Whole, and read a first and second | 


|| time: 


A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Harper; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Shupp. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr | 
SPRAGUE: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
erecting fortifications for the defence of Penobscot | 
bay and river in Maine, or of causing surveys 
with a view to that object. 


The Senate, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, | 
proceeded to 


THE SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The VICE PRESIDENT having announced | 


the special order to be the consideration of the || On motion of Mr. R. MITCHELL 
| . . , 


Secretary’s report on the removal of the deposites, | 


and Mr. Cray’s resolutions thereon, || 


Mr. PRESTON resumed and concluded his | 
sp 


Kentucky, but he begged to call the attention of | 
the Senate to one remark which had just fallen 
from the Senator from South Carolina in relation 
to his (Mr. F’s) course on the compromise bill of | 
last session. The gentleman adverted to his op- | 
position to it as an evidence of the hostility of the | 





eech. 
Mr. FORSYTH then rose and observed, that | 


| the whole South as the harbinger of peace and 
| justice to that section. And the gentleman from 
Kentucky appealed to that circumstance to show 
| that the President had determined the bill should 
go down, and that his popularity was sufficient to 
carry it through. 

Mr. WEBSTER then moved that the Senate 
| proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
| ness; which was agreed to; and after some time 
| Spent therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Famar, January 24, 1834. 
| Mr. ADAMS, of New York, reported a bill for 
the relief of John Hunt. 
Mr, GALBRAITH, a bill confirming the title 


| of Samuel Tait to a certain tract of land in Baton 
| Rouge, Louisiana; and 


‘|| Mr. SUTHERLAND, a bill for the relief of 


| Marcus Quincy and William Gorham. 
| All of which bills were read twice and commit- 


ted. 
| Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims, made an unfavorable report on the 
| petition of Elory Sequrd and others; which, upon 
| his motion, was ordered to be laid on the table. 
| Mr.CARR, from the same committee, asked to 
| be discharged from the further consideration of the 
| petition of sundry citizens of Florida, on the sub- 
| Ject of certain land claims therein named; and, on 
| motion, it was ordered to lie on the table. 
| Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
| compensation to certain contractors for work done 
on the Cumberland road, west of Zanesville, in 
| the State of Ohio. 


On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Ohio, 


| Ist. Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
| the expediency of establishing a mail route from 
| Carrollton, in the county of Carroll, by Minerva, 
| to Uniontown, in Stark county, Ohio. 


| Qd. That the same committee inquire into the 


President of the United States to » peaceful settle- | expediency of establishing a mail route from 
ment of that question. He called it to the recol- |} Copp’s Mill, by Strain’s Mill, to Gorton, in Car- 
lection of the Senate, that his opposition to that || roll county. 

bill was founded on a single point. In his opinion, 3d. That the same committee inquire into the 
the constitutional rights of the Senate were violated || expediency of establishing a mail route from New 
by its introduction here, as it belonged exclusively || Lisbon, Columbiana county, in the State of Ohio, 


to the other House. But when it had been acted 


| by Clarkson, Mail’s Cross-roads, to Beavertown, 


on by the other House, and come back here, he || in the State of Pennsylvania. 


overlooked the objection, and gave his assent to 
its passage, but with the hope of making it better. 
He hoped the gentleman from South Carolina, 
and all who knew him during his political life, as 
well in the Senate as in the other House, would 
do him the justice to know that none of his acts 
emanated from any branch of this Government, 
or that his support of any measure was given to 
it because it was an Administration measure. He 
had always done justice to every Administration, 
approving or condemning according to the dictates 
of his own judgment. And he felt that he ought 
to do the President the justice'to say, that it 
was his ardent wish to do justice to the. South as 
regarded the tariff. Further, he would also sa 
that he believed that the unfortunate situation of | 
our sister State might have been more favorably | 


4th. That the same committee inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Can- 
ton, Stark county, by Sandy and Georgetown, to 
Salem, in Columbiana county, Ohio, 

5th. That the same committee inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Pe- 
tersburg, through Beaver Township, Green Vil- 
lage, and New Albany, to Salem, Columbiana 
county, in the State of Ohio. 


On motion of Mr. H. EVERETT, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
| Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing the name of Joseph Parker, a sol- 
dier of the Revolution, on the pension roll. 
On motion of Mr. PLUMMER, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
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be instructed to inquire into the expediency of (| ing devoted their lives for such purposes, they | 
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extending to the heirs and legal representatives of || should be entitled, ata certain period, to some aid? 
Edmund Jones, late of the county of Amite,in the || Their right to such aid was not a question which 


State of Mississippi, deceased, the provisions of | 
the act of Congress passed March 2ist, 1828, en- | 
titled ** An act to revive and continue in force the | 
several acts making provisions for the extinguish- | 
ment of the debt due to the United States by the | 
purchasers of public lands,” and of making the | 
relinquishment of the west half of the northwest | 
quarter of section No. 13, of township No. 3, in 
range 3 east, in the land district west of Pear! 
river, made by Samuel B. Marsh, administrator of | 
said Jones, of the same effect and validity as if the | 
said relinquishment had been executed prior to the | 
4th of July, 1839. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
changing the location of the office of superintendent | 
of Indian affairs from St. Louis, in Missouri, to | 
Arkansas; and that said committee be instructed | 


to inquire of the Secretary of War into the expe- || 
diency of making the change in the location of || 


said. office. 


On motion of Mr. McCARTY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionar 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- | 
ency of placing the name of Philip C. Hayle, of | 
Indiana, a soldier of the Revolution, upon the 
pension list. 


THE PENSION LAWS. 


The order of the day was then declared to be the | 
resolution of Mr. CHILTON, to appoint a select 
committee to inquire into the expediency of so 
extending the general pension law, as to embrace 
within its provisions those persons who were en- | 
gaged in the Indian wars down to the year 1794, 
and the amendment of it by Mr. Bov.pin, to 
copest a committee to inquire into the moral | 
effects of the pension system upon the community, 
and how far it ought to be abolished or repealed. 

Mr. LANE resumed his remarks, and having 





} 
| 


| days. 


|| warfare by night as well as by day. Too often 
| they had to meet in the dark hour of night, the 


rested upon the practice of any islature, or 
upon the quantum of eervices rendered, but it was 
founded on a truer principle, that when given by 
the gratitude of the people, it operated to after- 
times as an incentive to noble deeds. The gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Pincxwey] had, 
however, said that the whole system of pensions 


|| had a demoralizing effect; that it was unconstitu- 


tional. We had truly fallen upon extraordinar 
Nothing could be done now, or attempted, 
but the cry was raised that the Constitution was 
violated, and that usurpation was the order of the 
day. Was this, however, consistent with good 
volicy? Was it right that every measure should 
be denounced, and that nothing should be done 
that was contrary to the letter of the Constitution? 
However opposed, as he acknowledged he was, to 
the doctrine of implication, yet he could not agree 
that it was any violation of the Constitution to 
extend their gratitude to those who performed 
extraordinary services; and such, he contended, 
must be deemed the services of those engaged in 
the conflicts with the Indians on the frontiers; for 
where once the savage Indian roamed were now 
the seats of commercial cities, farm-houses, and 
all the enjoyments of society. 

These were some of the benefits derived from 
their exertions. Immense territories had been 
acquired, now peopled by emigrants from all the 


other States; and all these had been obtained, not || 


by warfare carried on in the usual manner, but by 


savage lurking to surprise and pounce upon his 
prey. There was not a breeze of wind upon which 
the war-whoop ilid not float; not a step that was 
not a step of danger, if not of death; not a trée of 
the foreat, or a valley im the West, which did not 


| witness thescenes of the barbarians, revelling, with 


| 
|| the whites. 


said that he was not surprised at the quarter from || 


whence the objections to conferring the benefits of | 
the pension system to the frontier men of the West | 
had come, he proceeded to combat these objections, | 
and edutenbed that the constituents of those gentle- | 
men were those who had principally derived bene- | 
fits from the exertions of the persons whom it was | 
the object of the bill to relieve—their claims were | 
strong, because by them millions had been brought 
into the Treasury by the sale of the public lands, | 
and millions had been otherwise acquired to the 
country. It was not necessary for him to go into 
a comparison of the justice of their claims and 
those of the soldiers of the Revolution. It was 
sufficient that it was shown that they had those 
claims. Their wars were not, as was said, waged 
from petty or private motives, and although not 
enlisted, enrolled, or drafted as volunteers, as it 
was said they ought to be to entitle them to be put 
on the pension list, many of these men wasted | 
their whole lives in this dangerous service. They | 
were the pioneers of the West, and in their conflicts 
were always fighting at a greater disadvantage 
than others, who in the hour of danger could either | 
retreat or be relieved. 

It had been said that if these men were placed | 
on the pension list it would be thereby swelled to | 
an extent beyond the resources of the country; but 
in addition to what he had urged against this ob- 
jection on the ae day, he would remark that | 
the entire number which appeared to be on the list, 
under the acts passed for the soldiers of the Revo- | 
lution, did not at present exceed 25,000, and that 
the whole number that was supposed to be entitled 
to be put on the list did not exceed thirty-five 
thousand; and he contended, from a calculation 
made of their respective ages and services, that the | 
persons now sought to be put on the list would | 
only supply the vacancies created by the death of 
those previously on it. He advocated theif claims | 
because their services were not of a common or 
ordinary natare; for, whilst the soldiers of other 
countries were acting from mercenary motives, to 
gratify the passions of some powerful ruler, these 
were, under numerous privations, fighting forthem- 
selves to defend the Republic, and in preserving to 


; 
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| 
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| 








‘ the audacity of a British Admiral. 


hands reeking and knives drenched in the blood of 
The very snows were stained with 
their blood. Yet all this was but petty in the esti- 
mation of some honorable members. He acknowl- 
edged he was astonished that imputations should 
have been cast upon the valor of men who had, 
under such chivalrous circumstances, acquired and 
retained the possessions of which others had now | 
the enjoyment. But their valor had descended 
unto their children, as the history of the last war 
told too well. They had nobly defended their 


| country, and if some of them had been where they 
| could 


ave aided the gallant efforts of a Barney, 
the Capitol would not have been in flames, and the 


e was in- 
clined to give to the Constitution a liberal con- 


| struction; to the executive departments a liberal, 


but yet a watchful confidence, deeming ita fearful 


| practice, at all times, and for all things, to be con- 
|| stantly sounding the tocsin of alarm, that whatever 


was done was unconstitutional; for it would follow 
from such an unceasing cry, that when danger 
really did come, the cry was so often unnecessarily 
raised, the people could not give credit to it. The 
Capitol was not the spot from whencesuch alarms 
should proceed ; for if safety could be found any- 
where, it ought to be at the hands of those whom 
the people had honored with their confidence, and 
not at the hands of those who could deny to the 
war-worn veteran of the West the miserable pe 
tance now sought for him, or who say they had 
all for revenge, but nothing for gratitude. He 
would not say as others did, that he belonged to no 
rty, for he did belong to one, but that party was 

is country, her honor, and her glory; and he 
called on those who really loved their country to 


| Speaker’s chair would not have been gapeee by || terms of Combs. 


warding the claims of the meritorious, and do 
justice to those who performed eminent services. 
Ny taking this course with their venerable Chief 
istrate,in whom they could safely trust, they 
could hear his voice from the watch-tower, and 
then could exclaim with him, All’s well. 
The hour allotted for morning business having 
expired, the House proceeded to the orders of the 


day. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the 


those who were left at home all the enjoyments owing letter received from the Postmaster 
of society. Was it not, then, only just that, hav- Gen 


foll 
eral: 





cease such useless alarm; to unite rather in Adopted. 





Jan. 24, 





Post Gonun Dersxeee. 
; ‘an 23, 1834. 

Sm: In obedience to a Staal the House 

of Representatives, passed March Ist, 1825, | have 

| the honor to transmit you herewith a statement of 

| the net amount of postage accruing at each post 

office, in each State and Territory of the United 

States, fot one year, ending March ‘31st, 1833, and 

showing the net amount accruing in each State and 
Territory. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be your 


obedient servant, 
W. T. BARRY. 





Hon. Anprew Stevenson, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia, on leave, submitted 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Build- 
ings be instructed to inquire into the propriety and 
expediency of employing American artists to exe- 
cute four national paintings, appropriate to fill the 
vacant niches in the rutundo of the Capitol, corre- 
| sponding to those executed by Trumbull. 

The question being taken, the resolution was 
agreed to—83 to 49. 


The joint resolution from the Senate providing 
for the purchase of ten copies of the laws of the 
United Bentes, for the library, was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 


The bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named, was taken up and read a third 


time. 

Mr. CONNOR moved to amend the bill by 
reducing the pension of Leslie Combs from twenty 
dollars to five dollars per month. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion to 
amend was not in order. 

Mr. CONNOR then moved to recommit the bill 
with instructions to the committee to strike out the 
| clause granting a pension to Leslie Combs. 

Mr. BURGES opposed the motion, and advo- 
cated the claim of the individual to a pension. 

The discussion was continued by Mr. WARD- 
WELLand Mr. PARKS, who opposed the claim. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, being very anx- 
| ious, he said, that the House should dispose of 
| some business to-day, felt constrained to move the 
| previous question—but he yielded the floor to 

Mr. LOVE, who wished to make some expla- 
| nation. 
The motion for the previous question was then 
| made and lost. 

The discussion was further continued by Mr. 
HAWES, Mr. MANN, and Mr, CHILTON 
ALLAN, of Kentucky, who spoke in panegyrical 
The House was also briefly ad- 
dressed on the subject by Messrs. BURGES and 
EVANS in favor of retaining the name of Combs 
on the list; and by Messrs. PARKS, BROWN, 
BOULDIN, and DICKERSON against it. The 
discussion was of a desultory and unimportant na- 
ture, affecting chiefly the character and claims of 
Combs himself—with the exception that the House 
should hesitate concerning the pretensions of indi- 
viduals, for whose claims a commissioner and a 
distinct office were specially appointed. If the 

retensions had been of a valid nature they would 
ve been properly appreciated and rewarded, 
without having had recourse to Congress. 

The question was then put, that the name of 








Leslie Combs be struck off the bill. Buta demand 
being made to have the yeas and nays on the 
question, a considerable lapse of time was occu- 
pied; when about three o’clock, the result was 
declared to be 124 yeas for striking off the name, 
and 66 nays. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, then moved that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn over to Monday. 


A couple of private bills were read a second 
time and committed. 

The House then adjourned over till Monday 
next. 





We have disposed of all the back numbers of 
the Congressional Globe. Those who subscribe 
for it hereafter, will receive the number for the week 
in which their subscription is received, and all the 
Suture numbers. 
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